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       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

  

Hello Lions!  

It has been a very quick start to our Lionistic year. We are 
already two months in and we are right around the corner 
to our Region Rallies. I know that Second Vice District 
Governor Rick listed the dates for each rally in his mes-
sage. I can’t encourage you enough to make plans and at-
tend the one for your zone. Among other things, these ral-
lies help to keep our district from collecting dues from our 
members. We are the only district in PA who does not 
charge the members dues and instead funds everything via 
the rallies, among other things. This year, we will be sell-
ing the District Fundraiser Lottery tickets at the rallies, so 
be sure to pick some up! 

We have already held the first State Council meeting as 
well as our first District Cabinet meeting. We learned a lot of good information from these two meetings, 
the majority of which has been cascaded out to each of you via your Zone Chairs and club leadership. Next 
up will be the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum held in Memphis, Tennessee from September 3-5, 
2026. If you will not be joining us in Memphis, please consider attending the one next year, which will held 
in Huntsville, Alabama. Our very own PID Cindy Gregg from District 14 E will be the event chair, so we 
need to show up in force to support her. There is preliminary discussion surrounding taking a bus down for 
the forum, so if there is any interest, please let me know. This will NOT lock you into a seat on the bus. Al-
so on the horizon is the International Convention in Washington DC in July of 2027. This is about as close 
as it is going to get for the foreseeable future for those of us in Pennsylvania, so again – we need to show up 
in force. Let’s get a large group from 14 D there to support 1st Vice District Governor Pat as she transitions 
to the District Governor! There has also been discussion about a potential bus for this convention. Please let 
me know if you are interested in this as well. Registration is open for this event already, so feel free to sign 
up now! 

Official visits have started for myself, 1VDG Pat, and 2VDG Rick. If we have not firmed up a visit date, 
please reach out to me. Our plan is to visit each club in the district during the first half of the Lionistic year. 
This will allow us to circle back to see the clubs that need some help during the second half of the year.  

Let’s keep ourselves Rooted In Service by Serving the Path Less Traveled this year and make this a year to 
remember. 

In Lionism, 

DG Steve 
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

 Hello Lions 

Where has this SUMMER gone!  When you 
read this school has probably started in your 
town.  So, with learning on your minds I 
thought I would mention some ideas for you 
and your clubs to explore.  A few things to 
consider, in the Lion Portal Club Officer 
Training has great information and ideas and 
online training you can do at your conven-
ience, attend your District Zone meeting and 
meet other Lions and share ideas and issues 
and consider attending the Fall Leadership 
Symposium on Saturday October 3, at the PA 
State Lions Office in Harrisburg.  Just a few 
suggestions if you are feeling empowered to 
Learn. 

I attended the First State Council meeting for 
this year and am looking forward to our first 
District cabinet meeting on August 30th, hope 
to see you there. 

Zone chairs and Club Presidents now is the 
time to encourage your clubs to attend the Re-
gion Rally’s coming in October.  Why you may ask: our District is one of the only in the 
State that does not have District dues.  Your attendance and support at the rallies help our 
district to operate dues free.  It is also a great time to meet other Lions and have a fun 
evening, a good meal and see who will be rewarded for their service by IPDG/DG Steve 
Lowe. 

I look forward to meeting you at my upcoming District Governor visits, Zone chair visits, 
and the Region Rallies. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you this year, I am excited to see what we will achieve 
together. 

 

Pat Benson 
1st Vice-District Governor 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Rick Bates 

 Hello Fellow Lions 

 Please keep your calendars open for 
the following Region Rally dates: 

October 1 –  Region Rally V 

October 8 – Region Rally II 

October 15 – Region Rally I 

October 22 – Region Rally III 

October 29 – Region Rally IV 

Zone Chairperson Training will be 
following our District Cabinet Meet-
ing August 30 – Any lion interested in 
being a Zone Chair is invited to at-
tend. The district still has open Zone Chair positions available. Contact any 
of the district cabinet members if interested. 

Heard some interesting chatter at a recent lion function for all lions to think 
about, if your club does give a “Volunteer of the Year” award, please consider 
those that are in the background and may not be as visible the person that drives 
for Meals on Wheels, volunteers at the local Food Bank or soup kitchen the 
young people that help clean up or beautify the community. 

District Governor’s visits will soon begin, do not be afraid to ask questions, if 
we don’t have the answers, I am sure there is someone that can help us get the 
answers. Take a minute of time in the upcoming lions’ year to reflect on why 
you join lionism. 

 

 “Serving the Road Less Travelled”  

In Lionism 

Rick Bates 

2nd Vice District Governor 
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NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor       

      Joseph Fleckenstein      Columbia Lions Club               Robert Kedney  
    David Mowrer                 Columbia Lions Club               Stephen Haldeman 
    Molly Miller                     Lancaster Lions Club               Thomas Hinkle 
    Joyce Groff                     Lititz Lions Club                       William Raines 
    Gary Haldeman              Manheim Lions Club                Alexander Henderson 
    Jessica Garrigan            Marietta Lions Club                  Eugene Hilton 
   
 

 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   

 

 

 
        

The Zone meeting will be held at West Earl Com-
munity Park on Tuesday, September 15th at 
6.30pm.   
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October 8,  2026 to October 18,  2026 - VISION 

 

 

 

February 13,  2027 to February 21,  2027 – Y OUTH 

 

 

 

May 29,  2027 to June 6,  2027 – ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

WEEKS OF SER VICE FOR  LIONS Y EAR  
2026-2027 
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SERVICE IN DISTRICT 14-D FOR 2026-2027 

 

 

 

As your District GST, your district team would like to encourage clubs to come up with a 
new service project that not only embraces International President Mark Lyon’s motto of 
“Rooted in Service,” but to also embrace the late, DGE Craig’s motto of “Serving The Road 
Less Traveled.” How did DGE Craig know that his motto would mesh so well with the 
International President’s Motto for this year? 

DG Steve is going to be asking clubs to honor DGE Craig’s memory by “planting” a new 
service project that can take” root” by serving those on the road less traveled. Every service 
project or fundraiser starts with a seed or idea and then with some “watering” along the 
way, it continues to grow into a successful and yearly service project. Remember, a service 
project doesn’t need to serve a large group of people, it can be finding those individuals or 
smaller groups that may be overlooked on the road less traveled. Take some time to look 
around your community for a new service idea to take root. I can’t wait to see what new 
service projects our clubs come up with.  

Don’t forget to report your club’s service projects. If there are any clubs that need 
assistance in how to report service in the Lions Portal, please feel free to contact me by 
email at keepharry110@gmail.com or by phone at 717-572-5051. 
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LIONS VISION WEEK OF SERVICE 

OCTOBER 8-18, 2026 
· October 8th is World Sight Day 
· October 15th is International White Cane Day 

 

Vision doesn’t just impact one age group; it impacts those of all 
ages. 

LCI has the following statistics about Vision on their website: 

 2.2 billion people with a near or distance vision impairment* 

1 billion cases of vision impairment that could have been 
prevented with proper eye care* 

450 million children with a sight condition that needs 
treatment** 

4x higher prevalence of distance vision impairment in low and 
middle-income regions* 

*World Health Organization 

**The International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 
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Vision service project ideas 
 
 

 

Ever since Helen Keller called upon Lions to champion the cause of vision in 1925, Lions 
and Leos around the world have stepped up to serve — and you can too. See all the different 
ways you can get involved in serving the blind and visually   impaired. 

 
 

Service Ideas 
 
 
 
· Learn about blindness and vision 

impairment by reviewing the World 
Health Organization’s fact sheet. 
Consider sharing the information in your 
community at club meetings, teach-ins 
or through other outreach. 

 
· Explore the Lions International Vision 

webpage which features our vision 
programs, LCIF grant opportunities, and 
how to make a donation to empower the 
service of Lions around the world. 

 
· Collect used eyeglasses and send 

them to the nearest Lions Eyeglass 
Recycling Center. Visit the Eyeglass 
Recycling webpage for information on 
collection resources, including ordering 
the Lions International Collection box. 

 
· Plan a Lions KidSight children’s 

vision screening event to help identify 
correctable vision conditions. 

 
· Collaborate with a Lions Eye Bank in 

your area or utilize the Lions Eye Bank 
Overview resource to promote the 
importance of corneal donations. 

 
· Organize a vision screening event 

in your community. Nearly 80% of all 
visual impairment can be prevented or 
cured. The first step to prevention is 
awareness. The second is early detection 
through vision screening. 

 
· Contact a local eye care facility or center 

for the visually impaired to find out how 
you can support them. For example: 
• Assist with building repairs and 

renovations. 
• Provide transportation to and 

from appointments for individuals 
undergoing treatment. 

• Consider making in-kind donations 
of supplies or equipment. 

 
· Support individuals and families in 

your community by providing vouchers 
for comprehensive eye exams and 
eyeglasses. Explore partnerships with 
local vision service providers to provide 
affordable or free services. 

 
· Plan a service activity on World Sight 

Day, which is on the second Thursday in 
October  annually. 

 
· Organize a braille, large print and audio 

book collection to benefit a local school, 
library or senior center. 

 
· Develop a directory of community 

resources and services available 
for people who are blind or visually 
impaired. 

 
· Organize an inclusive sporting event 

for children with and without visual 
impairment. 

 
· Partner with a local hospital or vision 

provider to hold an educational 
event about vision conditions such 
as cataracts, refractive errors, 
diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma, and 
macular degeneration. Visit the Lions 
International Advocacy webpage to 
explore ways to raise awareness and 
create positive change. 

 
· Connect with organizations that 

provide service animals for the visually 
impaired and see how your club can 
engage with them. 

 
· Work with your city, town, or 

community to ensure all bus stops 
and public transportation locations 
have braille signage or audible 
announcements. 

 
· Celebrate International White Cane 

Day on October 15 by learning its 
history, advocating for accessibility 
and independence for people who are 
visually impaired, and exploring ways to 
make an impact in your community. 



PAGE 12                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

                                                           

              Annual Pennsylvania Lions   
Fall Leadership Symposium 

“Strengthening Our Roots” 
                                        *2 LOCATIONS* 

Saturday, October 3, 2026  9 AM-2:30 PM 
PA Lions State Office 

949 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Lunch available for a $10.00 donation (Payable at Lunch) 

Additional parking at Business Center next door 

                                                 *OR* 

Sunday, October 4, 2026  Noon-5 PM 
Butler County Association for the Blind 

322 N. Cedar Street 
Butler, PA 16001 

Refreshments will be available 
TOPICS 

Stronger Clubs: member retention; rebuilding; effective meetings 
 

Stronger Together: community connections; identifying needs 
 

Stronger Statistics: LCI/Portal navigation and use 
 

Stronger Members/Leaders: recruiting quality members and leaders 

 

                            FREE & OPEN to all MD-14 Lions 
                                         To register, please contact PDG Bill Grager at  
                                           bilbomzk@gmail.com or call (717)615-1974  
 

Space is Limited! 

Empower ment is the key to success! 
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REGION 5 RALLY 
Hosted by Marietta and East Petersburg-Landisville Lions Clubs 

 

THURSDAY, October 1st, 2026, 6:30 PM 

Pioneer Fire Company 200 North Waterford Ave. 

Marietta, PA 17547 
Cost $24.00 per person 

Spend an Evening with Our District 14D Region 5 Friends 

*** Each Club Bring: Your Club Banner, 2 Door Prizes to Raffle 
and Donations for the Local Food Bank*** 

 
Reservation Deadline September 24th, 2026 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail To: Region 5 Zone B Chair George Darling 
659 East Market Street, Marietta PA 17547 

Email To:   george_darling@comcast.net 
 
Club Name: _________________________ Club Contact____________________ 
 
Number Attending: __________ x$24.00 = _________Total 
By Thursday September 24th, 2026   (Make Checks Payable to: DISTRICT 14D) 
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Region 1 Rally  
District 14-D • Rally Night 

Thursday, October 15th 
Kinzer Fire Hall 

Doors Open 6:00 PM 

Dinner 6:30 PM 

 

Raffle Prizes• Great Food • FUN 

 $25 per person   
Meal: Roast Beef, Fried Chicken, mashed potatoes, veggies, 

dessert, and drinks 
 

RSVP By October 9, 2026, to FVDG Pat Benson 
717-808-0970 or pattycake119@comcast.net 

 

 

Clubs are asked to bring 2 Raffle items per club and 
food items to donate to the local Food Bank 
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REGION RALLY III 
OCTOBER 22, 2026 

6:30pm 
Cocalico Area Fire Hall 
(formally Reamstown 

Fire Hall) 
12 W Church St. 

Reamstown, PA 17567 

 

 
6:00pm Social Time 

6:30pm Dinner 

 

Menu 
Garden Salad, Roast Beef, Potato Filling, Corn, Green Beans, Dinner Rolls, 

and Dessert Chocolate Cake w/PB Icing 

 

Cost: $25.00 per person 
 

All Clubs should bring their club banner and a donation for the food bank. 
Also please bring 1 to 2 items for the raffle/door prizes. 

 
RSVP By October 8, 2026 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Name ___________________________________ 
Club____________________________________ 
# Attending_______________________________ 

Checks payable to District 14-D 
Mail To: ZC Michelle Musumeci 

22 Fairview Dr 

Akron, PA 17501 
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First Vice District Governor Pat happily passed the District gavel, bell and banner 
on to Second Vice District Governor Rick.  



PAGE 18                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  SEPTEMBER 2026 

 



PAGE 19                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  SEPTEMBER 2026 

 



PAGE 20                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

 

We will be serving our famous Hot Ham Sandwiches, hamburgers, BBQ 
chicken, hot dogs along with other sides and drinks with the help of the 
Garden Spot High School Marching Band to all who come hungry at the 
Fiddler’s Picnic in the New Holland Park at 400 East Jackson Street. 

Come out and support us as we raise funds for the community for over 100 
years, since 1925!   Anyone interested in learning more about the club and 
membership is encouraged to come see our members in action at the 
pavilion! 
 

 

 

Like us on Facebook and see the New Holland Summer Arts Association 
Facebook page for more information. 
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CHRISTIANA LIONS CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

FUND RAISER 

COOK RANDY YODER 

WHEN: SEPT 19TH  

  

FROM 9:30 to 12 or TILL GONE 

 

WHERE: LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY BUILDING 

325 N BRIDGE ST CHRISTIANA 

 
R  

COST: $9 FOR A 
THIGH AND LEG, 

CHIPS, DRINK AND  

A WHOOPIE PIE  

OR 

$7 WITHOUT THE  

 WHOOPIE PIE 
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We will be serving our Fair Favorite Hot Ham Sandwiches, hot dogs, 
hamburgers in our secret sauce and drinks at the New Holland Lions Club’s 
stand on South Roberts Avenue and Main Street at the New Holland Fair. 

Come out and support us as we continue to raise funds for our 
communities for over 100 years, since 1925!!  We donate to Garden Spot 
Fire Rescue, the CrossNet Ministries Food Pantry, ELANCO Library, New 
Holland Ambulance Association, New Holland Boy Scouts, New Holland 
Summer Arts Association and more.  Anyone interested in learning more 
about the clubs and membership is encouraged to come see our members 
at the Ham Stand! 

 

Visit the club on Facebook and see the New Holland Fair’s website at 
http://www.newhollandfair.org/ for more information. 
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Quarryville Lions Club 100th Anniversary Celebration 
 

 
 

Saturday October 17, 2026 
at the 

Chestnut Level Presbyterian Church 
Family Life Center 

1068 Chestnut Level Road, Quarryville, PA 17566 
 

Doors will open at 6:00 PM   
Program begins promptly at 6:30 PM 

 
We are honored that our scheduled keynote speaker is 

 
James “Jay” Coleman Moughon III 

Lions International Director 
 

Banquet tickets are $50.00 per person for this special event.   
Up to 8 persons can be seated per table.   Reserve some or all of a table or more. 

 
Please complete the reservation form attached and return with payment as soon as possible to: 

 Lion Thomas McCardell 
180 N. Tanglewood Drive, Quarryville, PA 17566 

Because we expect a sell-out event, tickets will be available on a first come first serve basis. 
Our available seating is only 110. 
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RESERVATION Form 
 

______   of reservations @ $50 per person = $____________ 
 

 
Make checks payable to Quarryville LIONS CLUB, Inc. 

 
Mail this form with payment to: Lion Thomas McCardell 

                                                                       180 North Tanglewood Drive 
                                                          Quarryville, PA  17566 

 
Your Name: _____________________________________________________ 

 
Address: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Phone: ___________________   Email: _______________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
Please list the names of your Lion members and guests below, Dinner tickets will be mailed to you 

for distribution to the individuals you are submitting. 
 
1._________________________       2. __________________________      3 ________________________ 
 
 
4._________________________       5. __________________________       6 ________________________ 
 
 
7._________________________       8. ___________________________  
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LeaderDog.org | LionsSupport@leaderdog.org 

LEADING THE WAY 
Leader Dogs for the Blind & Lions Newsletter 

September 2026 

  

   

Serve Together During the Vision Week of Service 

International President Mark Lyon is a 
champion for the cause of vision. Earlier this 
year, he visited Leader Dog to celebrate our long-
standing partnership and shared mission of service. 

“A few years back, I had the joy of serving on the 
Lions Advisory Committee for Leader Dog and 
learned so much about this premier organization 
that shares so many of our Lions values. Founded in 
1939, Leader Dog and Lions have been working side 
by side to serve the blind and visually impaired to 
gain their independence and mobility. Lion Lyn and 
I look forward to partnering with Leader Dog 
in the days ahead.” 

The first Lions International Week of Service this year is coming up in October, and it is 
focused on the cause Lions and Leader Dog were founded on: Vision. We hope you will 
join us and Lions around the world to continue our legacy as Knights of the Blind. 

Would your club be interested in a service project with Leader Dog? Partner with 
us for a social media awareness campaign, dining in the dark community event, or a 
fundraiser. Read a Leader Dog’s story to a local elementary school or share Leader Dog 
brochures with your local ophthalmologist. Email LionsSupport@leaderdog.org to 
brainstorm ways your club can partner in service. 

A Record-Breaking Year for Leader Dog Applications 

During the 2025-26 fiscal year, Leader Dogs for the Blind provided ongoing support to 
hundreds of former clients, and 351 more people regained their independence 
through our training programs.  

ü 110 people were matched with a Leader Dog in Guide Dog training 
ü 214 people gained confidence with white cane travel in Orientation & 

Mobility, including 4 teens who attended with an adult supporter 
ü 21 teens enjoyed a week of adventure with their peers at Summer Camp  
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On August 18, The Lancaster   Lions, 
family and friends spent an enjoyable 
evening watching Lancaster Stormers 
baseball.  We brought our own Lion 
who threw out the first pitch and we 
staffed a table promoting our club  and 
the "Yellow Dot Program."  Fans en-
joyed the chance to win a prize at 
PLINKO.   
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The Paradise Township Lions held two “Fill the Trailer” events this summer.  Publicized in 
the township sewer bill mailing in July and the “Pennysaver”, they experienced a large 
turnout to aid two community events held at the Factory.  In July, we collected 250 lb of 
school supplies as well as $595 for the purchase of additional supplies. The Factory, in turn, held 
a back-to-school event that served 137 shoppers and their families who were able to choose 
from among 6000 items.  We were told that our contribution alone furnished 62 backpacks that 
eager learners filled with their choice of school supplies.  We also helped to provide a water bottle 
for each student.  The picture shows that “Together We Serve”. 
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 Palmyra Area Lions Club that participated in “National Night Out” at In The 
Net in Palmyra on August 4, 2026.  The Lions were a raffling a large Narwhal 
stuffed animal for the kids.  Our members enjoyed sharing information about 
Lionism with visitors. 
 
From left to right: Lions Frank Pulli, Allen Grow, Rick White, President Robin 
Helm, Carl Garver, Karl Dominique, and Jim Miller. 


