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       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

Hello Lions!  

Welcome to a new Lionistic Year! I hope that everyone has 
entered your new officers into the Portal so everyone has 
the access that they need to smoothly run our clubs. As we 
start the new year, I wanted to put out some of the initia-
tives that the District leadership team has set into place. In 
honor of DGE Craig Merkey, we have chosen to follow the 
goals and plans that he had put into place, to the best of our 
abilities. He was very passionate about the Leos and we are 
going to be working toward our District Fundraiser benefit-
ing the Leos in some way/shape/form. More to come as 
that is firmed up. Over the next several weeks, we will be 
putting out the District Goals that DGE Craig, along with 
many of the District leadership team, worked on for this 
year. These, as always, will cover Leadership, Service, and 
Membership goals for our district. 

This past Lionistic Year, many of us had to take a long, hard look at our clubs and perform some housekeep-
ing in regard to members who were no longer a viable part of our clubs. Unfortunately, one club ended up 
closing because they didn’t realize that the club had essentially dissolved itself some time back. They re-
maining few members finally realized that they could not go on any longer as a club. Ideally, we will be 
able to restart this club, or a totally new one, in the Gap area this year. We will focus on strengthening our 
existing clubs while adding a new club or two along the way in areas that are underserved. We will also fo-
cus on service by encouraging clubs to band together to perform joint projects. Region 3 has a very robust 
history of the clubs working together to achieve a common goal. We will also place a focus on succession 
planning for our clubs. We need to identify and develop leaders within our own clubs who will be the     
drivers for future growth and continued viability for years to come.  

This is going to be a great year for all of us to step outside of our comfort zone and Serve The Path Less 
Traveled, in honor of my friend, the late Lion Craig Merkey.  
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

Hello Lions and Happy 250th to the USA. 
 
I am so excited to serve as your First Vice-District Governor 
this year and can’t wait to meet you and visit your clubs. 

I hope you all had a chance to read DG Steves’ message last 
month about DGE Craig Merkey and the idea of doing a 
NEW Service Project in his memory this Lionistic year.  
This is such an amazing way we could honor and remember 
this great Man and Lion. 

This past month I had the privilege of training our new Pres-
idents, 1st  Vice Presidents and 2nd Vice Presidents.  It was a 
great turnout and the enthusiasm and interest by those at-
tending shows me we are in good hands as a District.  I also 
had the honor of attending the Denver Lions Clubs 100th 
Anniversary and installing their new club officers and in-
ducting their newest member on such a festive night.  Con-
gratulations to the Denver Lions Club on 100 Great years of 
Service. 

As you are reading this the Lions International Convention 
will be going on in Hong Kong.  There we will be installing 
our new International President Mark Lyon, and he is from 
the USA.  You can get more info on our new President on 
the Lions website. 

There are so many things  I am looking forward to this year including the training I will receive to better 
serve you and your clubs, performing new service projects in memory of DGE Craig Merkey and work-
ing with this team of awesome people, PDG Deb, DG Steve, and SVDG Rick, we are here for you and 
excited for a great year. 

 

 

Pat Benson 

1st Vice-District Governor  
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Hello Fellow Lions 
 
First let’s say Happy 250th Birthday to America.  

 

I want to thank everyone who voted for me and who had confidence in me to help guide the district through 
its upcoming years. I am here to serve you and the community; in any way I can. I am looking forward to 
helping our new Board, District Governor Steve Lowe and 1st Vice District Governor Pat. Please don’t hesi-
tate to call on us to help whenever possible. 

We are going to honor the wishes of elected District Governor Craig posthumous. So, let’s honor him in the 
way he would want by concentrating on membership, fellowship and joy, and follow his lead by “Serving the 
Road Less Travelled”.  

I am looking forward to seeing you this year at our Region Rallies and Club meetings. 

 

 

In Lionism 

 

 

Rick Bates 

2nd Vice District Governor 

  

Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Rick Bates 
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NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

          Carrington J Frick                     Columbia Lions                           Alex Vazquez 

        Robert E. Nauroth                     Denver Lions                               Mark South 

        Robin Witmer                            East Cocalico Lions                    Janice Long 

        Doug Thomas                           E Petersburg-Landisville Lions    Dave Hussar   

        Lisa Mayo                                 Millersville Lions     Tony Mayo 

        Antoniono Ellia                         Warwick Area Lions                      Steve Lowe 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   

 

 

                                                                  Memoriam   

                     DGE Craig Merkey                                 Baron Steigel Lions 

                     Sidni Schlegel                                         East Cocalico Lions 

                     Dallas Lucas                                           East Cocalico Lions 

                     William Peters                                         Ephrata Lions 

                     Leon Wolf                                                Ephrata Lions 

                     Anthony Kilkuskie                                   Ephrata Lions 

                     Earl Ziegler                                             Fredricksburg Lions 

                     Marlin Bitner                                           Lafayette Lions 

                     Joseph Mesics                                       Lebanon Lions 

                     William Dussinger                                  Lititz Lions 

                     James Nuss                                           Lititz Lions 

                     Robert Philip Johnson                            New Holland Lions 

                    Donald Welk                                           Strasburg Lions 

                 Bryant Webb                                           West Earl Lions 
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October 8,  2026 to October 18,  2026 - VISION 

 

 

 

February 13,  2027 to February 21,  2027 – YOUTH 

 

 

 

May 29,  2027 to June 6,  2027 – ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

WEEKS OF SERVICE FOR  LIONS YEAR  
2026-2027 
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PDG Abe Schrom Memorial Key Member Picnic 

Thursday, August 27, 2026 6:30 pm 

West Earl Community Park 

 189 S State St 

Leola, PA 17540 

Cost $26.00 

For those who have never been to the Key Member Picnic, now is the 
time to experience the joy of cooking your own steak                              

on a charcoal grill, adding a delicious baked potato, salad and desert. 

Bring your own silverware 

 All Lions and guests are invited to attend.                                                  
Why not make it a club meeting night and have a brief business meeting 

afterwards. Wear your club shirts. 

 Good food, fellowship and fun.  What more could you ask  

 

Club or individual name__________________________________ 

Number attending_______ X $26.00=________________________ 

Please respond by August 17, 2026 

Mail response to PDG Gene Hilton 

566 W Market St 

Marietta, PA 17547 

Questions call me 717-314-9075 

genehilton1@gmail.com 
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East Pete – Landisville Lion Diane Ciro scales down the Holiday Inn in 
support of Vision Corps Eye Drop 2026.   

Thank you to IPDG Deb Keeports for the installation of our incoming board and officers.  


