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       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

Hello Lions! I hope that everyone is enjoying the summer 
so far! As we get started with a new Lionistic Year, I want 
to encourage everyone to make sure that we are stepping 
up with our best foot forward and bringing in those new 
members who may have been on the fence about joining. 
When we get off to a great start for the year, it is much eas-
ier to continue to feed off of that momentum than when we 
take a break from introducing new people to Lionism.  

I would like to invite any interested Lions to reach out to 
one of us on the District leadership team if you have any 
interest in learning more about the following areas:  

District ADA Coordinator 

District Leader Dogs for the Blind Liaison 

Lions of Pennsylvania Foundation board member 

Northeastern Pennsylvania Lions Service Foundation board member 

Zone Chair (Region I & III in particular) 

We are looking for Lions to step up into these positions to expand their knowledge and experience in Lions. 
As we work to Serve the Path Less Travelled this year, I challenge each of you to look into your heart and 
see what it is you can do to wide your horizons. Who knows where this journey can take you? I certainly 
did not expect to be a District Governor back when I served my club as President. All I wanted to do was to 
make my community a better place. This is just a stop on the journey of Lions and I am enjoying every step 
of it.  

Some upcoming things that I would like to mention: 

August 14-15: State Council Meeting #1 in Harrisburg. Come check out what a state council meeting is all 
about and attend one of the many meetings to choose from. 

August 30: District Cabinet Meeting #1 @ Samuel United Methodist Church in Lititz. This is a meeting that 
is open to everyone. Come watch the business of the District being discussed.  

Finally – a word of warning for those clubs who use an online payment system. It is illegal for non-profits 
in the state of PA to use online / electronic payment systems for raffle tickets due to Pennsylvania Small 
Games of Chance laws. Please see https://local21news.com for the full story. Many clubs use Zeffy (mine 
included) for online payments, but when we utilize those platforms for items that are covered by a Small 
Games of Chance license, it becomes illegal. While the PA lawmakers are working to rectify this outdated 
law, it currently is on the books and will be enforced. 
Official visits are in the process of being booked by myself, 1VDG Pat, & 2VDG Rick. With three of us 
performing these visits, it will allow us to circle back to those clubs who may need a little extra help this 
year. Keep in mind that October is coming quickly and that means REGION RALLY SEASON! I look for-
ward to seeing everyone at their respective rally! 

In Lionism, 

DG Steve  
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

Hello Lions,  

I can’t believe it is August already!   I am sure 
you know by now we have a new International Presi-
dent,  Mark Lyons.  He was installed in July at 
the International conference in Hong Kong.  I 
am very excited to learn of his ideas and goals 
but am more excited about his vision for Ser-
vice.  I feel we have something in common.  His 
pin says it all,  We Serve – Rooted in Service. 
�Like the roots of a mighty tree, our history of ser-
vice runs deep. It anchors us, it strengthens us, 
and it allows us to stand strong for those who 
need us most.� These are his words and it is so 
true of what we can do for our clubs and our 
communities.  Can we do more, absolutely.  If 
you need help or, ideas please don’t hesitate to 
reach out, we are here to serve you.  PDG Deb, 
DG Steve, 2VDG Rick and I are here for you. 

Now is a great time to start planning for your 
year so I am sharing this year’s global causes, 
they are Youth, Environment, Humanitarian, Hun-
ger, Diabetes, Childhood Cancer, and Disaster Re-
lief.  In addition, there will be 3 Special Lion Year 
themes and they are: VISION WEEK – October 8–
18, 2026, YOUTH WEEK – February 13–21, 2027, 
and ENVIRONMENT WEEK – May 29 – June 6, 2027.  Maybe there is a new opportunity or ser-
vice project your club could do for your community this year.  

Now is also the time we should be finalizing our Clubs calendars with dates and events.  I will 
throw out a few that you can add or consider: Cabinet meeting, our first one will be on August 
23, Fall Leadership symposium October 13th, Region Rally’s, Service projects, and DG Visit, just 
to name a few. 

I am excited for this year to visit more clubs and attend your Service projects and to meet you 
and listen to your ideas and concerns.  I am looking forward to working and serving with you. 

Pat Benson 
1st Vice-District Governor 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Rick Bates 

 

Hello Fellow Lions 

  

The time is coming to start meetings again 
around the district. I hope everyone is hav-
ing an enjoyable summer! 

Let’s welcome our new International Presi-
dent from the USA, Mark S Lyon. 

It will soon be fair season for many of the 
clubs, so please don’t be afraid to ask for 
help from other clubs and fellow lions. 
Those that aren’t interested in helping can 
help by supporting local lions’ clubs at the 
fairs. 

Remember that Region Rallies will be held on Thursdays in October. 

Club officers please let your Region Chairpersons know when they can visit your clubs, 
and if there is any way they can help your club.   

 

 

 “Serving the Road Less Travelled”  

 

 

In Lionism 

 

Rick Bates 

2nd Vice District Governor 
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NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

          Todd Kaufman                                          Columbia Lions                                 Mark Seibert 

           Gregory Wolfe               Manheim Lions                    Ed Keyser 

           Dylan Ginter                                            Warwick Area Lions                           DG Steve Lowe 

 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   

 

 

                                                                  Memoriam   

     Charles Weller                Denver Lions Club 

   James Bowman               Paradise Township Lions Club 
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October 8,  2026 to October 18,  2026 - VISION 

 

 

 

February 13,  2027 to February 21,  2027 – YOUTH 

 

 

 

May 29,  2027 to June 6,  2027 – ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

WEEKS OF SERVICE FOR  LIONS YEAR  
2026-2027 
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PDG Abe Schrom Memorial Key Member Picnic 

Thursday, August 27, 2026 6:30 pm 

West Earl Community Park 

 189 S State St 

Leola, PA 17540 

Cost $26.00 

For those who have never been to the Key Member Picnic, now is the 
time to experience the joy of cooking your own steak                              

on a charcoal grill, adding a delicious baked potato, salad and desert. 

Bring your own silverware 

 All Lions and guests are invited to attend.                                                  
Why not make it a club meeting night and have a brief business meeting 

afterwards. Wear your club shirts. 

 Good food, fellowship and fun.  What more could you ask  

 

Club or individual name__________________________________ 

Number attending_______ X $26.00=________________________ 

Please respond by August 17, 2026 

Mail response to PDG Gene Hilton 

566 W Market St 

Marietta, PA 17547 

Questions call me 717-314-9075 

genehilton1@gmail.com 
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LIONS VISION WEEK OF SERVICE 

OCTOBER 8-18, 2026 
· October 8th is World Sight Day 
· October 15th is International White Cane Day 

 

Vision doesn’t just impact one age group; it impacts those of all 
ages. 

LCI has the following statistics about Vision on their website: 

 2.2 billion people with a near or distance vision impairment* 

1 billion cases of vision impairment that could have been 
prevented with proper eye care* 

450 million children with a sight condition that needs 
treatment** 

4x higher prevalence of distance vision impairment in low and 
middle-income regions* 

*World Health Organization 

**The International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 
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Vision service project ideas 
 
 

 

Ever since Helen Keller called upon Lions to champion the cause of vision in 1925, Lions 
and Leos around the world have stepped up to serve — and you can too. See all the different 
ways you can get involved in serving the blind and visually   impaired. 

 
 

Service Ideas 
 
 
 
· Learn about blindness and vision 

impairment by reviewing the World 
Health Organization’s fact sheet. 
Consider sharing the information in your 
community at club meetings, teach-ins 
or through other outreach. 

 
· Explore the Lions International Vision 

webpage which features our vision 
programs, LCIF grant opportunities, and 
how to make a donation to empower the 
service of Lions around the world. 

 
· Collect used eyeglasses and send 

them to the nearest Lions Eyeglass 
Recycling Center. Visit the Eyeglass 
Recycling webpage for information on 
collection resources, including ordering 
the Lions International Collection box. 

 
· Plan a Lions KidSight children’s 

vision screening event to help identify 
correctable vision conditions. 

 
· Collaborate with a Lions Eye Bank in 

your area or utilize the Lions Eye Bank 
Overview resource to promote the 
importance of corneal donations. 

 
· Organize a vision screening event 

in your community. Nearly 80% of all 
visual impairment can be prevented or 
cured. The first step to prevention is 
awareness. The second is early detection 
through vision screening. 

 
· Contact a local eye care facility or center 

for the visually impaired to find out how 
you can support them. For example: 
• Assist with building repairs and 

renovations. 
• Provide transportation to and 

from appointments for individuals 
undergoing treatment. 

• Consider making in-kind donations 
of supplies or equipment. 

 
· Support individuals and families in 

your community by providing vouchers 
for comprehensive eye exams and 
eyeglasses. Explore partnerships with 
local vision service providers to provide 
affordable or free services. 

 
· Plan a service activity on World Sight 

Day, which is on the second Thursday in 
October  annually. 

 
· Organize a braille, large print and audio 

book collection to benefit a local school, 
library or senior center. 

 
· Develop a directory of community 

resources and services available 
for people who are blind or visually 
impaired. 

 
· Organize an inclusive sporting event 

for children with and without visual 
impairment. 

 
· Partner with a local hospital or vision 

provider to hold an educational 
event about vision conditions such 
as cataracts, refractive errors, 
diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma, and 
macular degeneration. Visit the Lions 
International Advocacy webpage to 
explore ways to raise awareness and 
create positive change. 

 
· Connect with organizations that 

provide service animals for the visually 
impaired and see how your club can 
engage with them. 

 
· Work with your city, town, or 

community to ensure all bus stops 
and public transportation locations 
have braille signage or audible 
announcements. 

 
· Celebrate International White Cane 

Day on October 15 by learning its 
history, advocating for accessibility 
and independence for people who are 
visually impaired, and exploring ways to 
make an impact in your community. 
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CHRISTIANA LIONS CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

FUND RAISER 

COOK RANDY YODER 

WHEN: AUGUST 15TH  

  

FROM 9:30 to 12 or TILL GONE 

 

WHERE: LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY BUILDING 

325 N BRIDGE ST CHRISTIANA 

 
R  

COST: $9 FOR A 
THIGH AND LEG, 

CHIPS, DRINK AND  

A WHOOPIE PIE  

OR 

$7 WITHOUT THE  

 WHOOPIE PIE 
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We will be serving our famous Hot Ham Sandwiches, hamburgers, BBQ 
chicken, hot dogs along with other sides and drinks with the help of the 
Garden Spot High School Marching Band to all who come hungry at the 
Fiddler’s Picnic in the New Holland Park at 400 East Jackson Street. 

Come out and support us as we raise funds for the community for over 100 
years, since 1925!   Anyone interested in learning more about the club and 
membership is encouraged to come see our members in action at the 
pavilion! 
 

 

 

Like us on Facebook and see the New Holland Summer Arts Association 
Facebook page for more information. 
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              Annual Pennsylvania Lions   
Fall Leadership Symposium 

“Strengthening Our Roots” 
                                        *2 LOCATIONS* 

Saturday, October 3, 2026  9 AM-2:30 PM 
PA Lions State Office 

949 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Lunch available for a $10.00 donation (Payable at Lunch) 

Additional parking at Business Center next door 

                                                 *OR* 

Sunday, October 4, 2026  Noon-5 PM 
Butler County Association for the Blind 

322 N. Cedar Street 
Butler, PA 16001 

Refreshments will be available 
TOPICS 

Stronger Clubs: member retention; rebuilding; effective meetings 
 

Stronger Together: community connections; identifying needs 
 

Stronger Statistics: LCI/Portal navigation and use 
 

Stronger Members/Leaders: recruiting quality members and leaders 

 

                            FREE & OPEN to all MD-14 Lions 
                                         To register, please contact PDG Bill Grager at  
                                           bilbomzk@gmail.com or call (717)615-1974  
 

Space is Limited! 

Empower ment is the key to success! 
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Members of the Lancaster-Lebanon Disaster Relief Lions Club assisting recent storm victims with tree debris 
removal.  


