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    District 14 D- Detail           September 2025 
       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

   Hello Lions!  

I hope that everyone is as excited as I am that football season has officially 
started! That means our lives are getting pretty busy cheering for the West 
Virginia University Mountaineers or the University of Tennessee Volun-
teers as they make their yearly run up the rankings only to lose to a non-
ranked team. Oh well. There is always the Penn State Nittany Lions to 
cheer for.  

We are quickly approaching the Region Rallies coming up in October. I 
can’t stress enough the role that these rallies play in our district. These ral-
lies allow us to get together with other Lions in our Regions to swap sto-
ries about how we are doing our service, wins and losses on fundraising 
ideas, as well as allowing us to celebrate our Lions who are receiving fel-
lowships and awards from the Immediate Past District Governor. These rallies help to keep our district from 
having to pay District dues, unlike the majority of Districts in PA. 

Upcoming dates for club visits: 

September 6th – Membership Symposium in Harrisburg 

September 9th – Lancaster Historic Lions Official Visit 

September 15th – South Lebanon Lions Official Visit 

September 16th – Palmyra Area Lions Official Visit 

September 18th – 21st – USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Atlantic City, NJ 

September 22nd – Bareville-Leola-Leacock Lions Official Visit 

September 24th – Lebanon Lions Official Visit 

September 27th – The George Oram Memorial Golf Outing presented by the Warwick Area Lions Club  

September 28th – District Cabinet Meeting #2 

October 1st – Lafayette Lions Official Visit 

October 2nd – Region II Rally 

October 4th – Fall Leadership Forum in Harrisburg 

October 6th – Wakefield Lions Official Visit 

October 8th – Lancaster Lions Official Visit 

October 9th – Region V Rally 

 

I have had some amazing visits so far and have enjoyed the opportunity to spend time with Lions that I hadn’t 
had the chance to meet yet. I can’t wait to start sharing stories about things that I have learned from each of the 
club visits and the awesome projects that your clubs are working on. 

In Lionism, 

District Governor Steve Lowe 
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Craig Merkey  

 
 Hello Lions, 
 
I just returned a week ago from Leader Dogs for the Blind in 
Detroit, Michigan.  What a great experience to learn about 
our partnership with them as Lions!  Do you know that ser-
vices for the blind and visually impaired are free of charge 
funded partially through the donations that Lions make each 
year and rest is made up donations from other sources.  There 
is no government funding supporting this great organization.   

The most impactful part was meeting and hearing the stories 
from 2 recipients of Leader Dogs.  I cannot imagine the im-
pact of losing my vision knowing how much we depend on 
our sight to do so many things.  The one guy had traveled by 
himself to Detroit from Atlanta the first time!  The assistance 
he received was getting to the next gate during his flight.  
After walking blindfolded with a Leader Dog, you would be 
putting a lot of trust in that dog to lead you in the right direc-
tion and not run into things that you cannot see.  We walked 
around the sidewalk there with the Dog as we were blindfold-
ed, and I had seen the low trees before putting on the blind-
fold and I was worried that I would walk into the limbs hanging down, but that didn’t hap-
pen.  We also had “dinner in the dark” wearing the blindfold.  Now, we had held dinner in 
the dark as an evening meal event for the Baron Stiegel Lions years ago. Being on the other 
side of the event was quite a learning experience!  From the description the server gave to 
the location of the food on our plate and to let us know they were placing it on the table in 
front of us.  I successfully had dinner without getting it all over my shirt and kept the blind-
fold on until the speaker was talking about his experience of losing his sight.  Cutting bite-
sized pieces of chicken was a bit challenging, they were not very consistent, and one was 
much bigger than it felt on the fork.   

I walked around looking for bricks from our District in the walkway, I must say after finding 
several Past District Governors’ bricks, I did find that Akron Lions had 10 bricks and one for 
a member in their club.   

Never did I think I would learn so much in one weekend, but hearing the challenges and the 
effort these recipients went through before finding Leader Dogs for the Blind and seeing 
how grateful they were to become independent again after feeling so isolated from the loss 
of their vision.  I would urge clubs to continue to support this organization and make con-
nections with those in need in your communities with Leader Dog.   

Thank you for allowing me to serve you this year! 

Craig Merkey 
1st Vice-District Governor 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

 

 Hello Lions, 

I attended my first State 
Council meeting and 
2ndVDG orientation at the 
beginning of the month.  It 
was very interesting, and I 
know a few Lions who are al-
so SVDG because we attend-
ed RLLI together a few years 
ago.  If you have the time and 
would like to learn more 
about Lions and yourself, I 
highly recommend RLLI, Re-
gional Lions Leadership Insti-
tute. 

One of DG Steve’s goals this year is to induct 97 new members in-
to existing clubs.  I would be happy to come to one of your meet-
ings and talk about ways we can increase membership and some 
ideas for recruiting new members. 

I am looking forward to meeting and attending as many clubs as I 
can to see and learn about the great service and projects you are 
doing. 

Hope to see you at our next District 14D Cabinet meeting on Sep-
tember 28th. 

Pat Benson 
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                                                                     Memoriam                                         

                                  Curtis Jones - Wakefield Lions Club 

NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

    
                                                  No New Members reported 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

WEEK OF SERVICE    OCTOBER 4TH-12TH 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

 

As a friendly reminder, Lions International’s First Week of Service is coming up on October 
4th-12th. How many clubs are going to do a service project for Mental Health and Well-Being 
that week? In order to be eligible for the Club Excellence Award for the Lions year 2025-
2026, clubs must hold AND REPORT a service project for service during each of the week 
of service projects scheduled for this Lions year. Below are some ideas for service for 
Mental Health and Well-Being: 

· Visit some residents at a nursing home, those without any family to visit get lonely. 
· Assemble care packages with journals, herbal teas, stress balls and resources for 

local counseling. 
· Organize a walk in a park with cellphones turned off. 
· Organize weekly neighborhood walks in your area, encouraging connections, 

exercise and accountability. 
· Have a table at a park with a cut out of leaves and have kids share their feelings on 

these leaves.  
· Have a “gratitude wall” in a public space where people can post what they are 

thankful for.  
· Post signs with words of encouragement in your yard and/or your development such 

as the example below. 
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DISTRICT 14-D CABINET MEETING 
 

Hosted by: Region II 
   Zone A & B Chair: Ellen Pruden 

 
All Lions, Lioness, and Leos invited to attend! 

All voting Cabinet members to wear green shirts and grey, everyone else to wear business casual, no jeans. 

 
      Date:     Sunday, September 28, 2025 
      Place:     Samuel United Methodist Church 
         1744 Old Rothsville Road 
         Lititz, PA   17543 
  

Meeting Time 
1:15 pm - Voting Cabinet 

2:00 pm - Full Cabinet 
 

 
SO THAT WE CAN PLAN FOR SNACKS FOR THE AFTERNOON, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CABINET MEMBERS, CLUB PRESIDENTS, 
CLUB SECRETARIES AND ALL CLUB MEMBERS PLANNING TO  

ATTEND, NOTIFY THE CABINET SECRETARY OR ZONE CHAIRS 
   

A donation to help defray the cost for Region II would be appreciated.  
  
 

    Lion Joyce Sweger                                Lion Ellen Pruden                  
JKL1953@comcast.net                                                Ellenburns3737@gmail.com 
       717-314-7455                     717-201-9602 
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              Annual Pennsylvania Lions   
Fall Leadership Symposium 

                                        *2 LOCATIONS* 

Saturday, October 4, 2025 9 AM-2 PM 
PA Lions State Office 

949 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Lunch available for a $10.00 donation (Pay at the Door) 

                                                 *OR*  

Sunday, October 5, 2025 Noon-5 PM 
Beaver County Lighthouse 

720 Third Avenue 
New Brighton, PA 15066 

Snacks will be available 
 

Club Extension Efforts and Processes 
Presenter: PDG Jeff Loudermilk 

 
Grant Writing – Show Me The Money 

Presenter: IPDG Deb Keeports 
 

Club Membership Retention and Enhancement 
Presenter: PDG Mike Schaeffer 

 
Succession Planning – If Not Me, Then Who and Why 

Presenter: PCC Dr. Linda Zaneski 
 

 

                            FREE & OPEN to all MD-14 Lions 
                                         To register contact PDG Bill Grager at  
                                bilbomzk@gmail.com or call (717)615-1974  
                                                                 Space is Limited! 
                                                                                                                

                           Empower ment is the key to success!            
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We will be serving our famous Hot Ham Sandwiches, hamburgers, BBQ 
chicken, hot dogs along with other sides and drinks with the help of the 
Garden Spot High School Marching Band to all who come hungry at the 
Fiddler’s Picnic in the New Holland Park at 400 East Jackson Street. 

 

Come out and support us as we raise funds for the community for 100 
years, since 1925!   Anyone interested in learning more about the club and 
membership is encouraged to come see our members in action at the 
pavilion! 
 

 
 

Like us on Facebook and see the New Holland Summer Arts Association 
Facebook page for more information. 
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NO BINGO ON THE 28TH OF AUGUST  

WILL RESUME IN SEPT THE NORMAL SCHEDULE 
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Come out and support us as we collect food for our community! 
 

Anyone interested in seeing us in action to learn more about the New Holland 
Lions Club are encouraged to come see us and donate a food item or make a 
monetary donation in the lobby of Yoder’s Country Market!  All donations go 
directly to CrossNet’s Food Bank! 
 

   

Yoder’s Country Market is located at 14 S. Tower Rd. in New Holland. 
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CHRISTIANA LIONS CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

FUND RAISER 

BY RANDY YODER 

WHEN: SEPT  27TH 

  

FROM 9:30 to 12 or TILL GONE 

 

WHERE: LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY BUILDING 

325 N BRIDGE ST CHRISTIANA 

 
R  

COST: $9 FOR A 
THIGH AND LEG, 

CHIPS, DRINK AND  

A WHOOPIE PIE  

OR 

$7 WITHOUT THE  

 WHOOPIE PIE 
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We will be serving our Fair Favorite Hot Ham Sandwiches, hot dogs, 
hamburgers in our secret sauce and drinks at the New Holland Lions Club’s 
stand on South Roberts Avenue and Main Street at the New Holland Fair. 

Come out and support us as we continue to raise funds for our 
communities after 100 years, since 1925!!  We donate to Garden Spot 
Fire Rescue, the CrossNet Ministries Food Pantry, ELANCO Library, New 
Holland Ambulance Association, New Holland Boy Scouts, New Holland 
Summer Arts Association and more.  Anyone interested in learning more 
about the clubs and membership is encouraged to come see our members 
at the Ham Stand! 

 

Visit the club on Facebook and see the New Holland Fair’s website at 
http://www.newhollandfair.org/ for more information. 
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Big group photo from East Petersburg-Landisville Lions Club 
summer picnic 

 

 Lions Rob Hollenbach and Mary Schreiber with District Governor 
Steve Lowe at the Cabinet Meeting. Lion Rob is currently the  
president of our club and Lion Mary is Social Media Chair.  
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East Petersburg-Landisville Li-
ons Club food trailer had two re-
cent successful outings at the 
Lititz Rotary Craft Show and Tra-
ditions of America East Peters-
burg food truck night, where we 
also set up our information table.   
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On August 23, 2025, the Paradise Township Lions  Club hosted a fund drive for the Factory 
Market Food Bank.  We collected 393 pounds of Non-perishable food items and collected 
$400.00 cash donation. 
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Paradise Township Lions Club preparing and serving breakfast and lunch for the Hunting 
and Fishing event at the Lancaster Farm and Home center.  There were approximately 12 
members who contributed to this event.  
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Signs that were placed through the community for "Fill the Trailer" with School Supplies on  August 16, 10- 
3. To support the Paradise Elementary school.  The second "Fill the Trailer" will be to collect Non-
perishable food for the food bank.  This event will take place on August 23. 10-  3. 

Both events will be held at the Paradise Township Building 
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  The Paradise Township Lions Club participated in the Community Day 
event which was held on Friday, August 1.  This was a recruiting         
effort.   We had 8 club members present.  


