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    District 14 D- Detail           September 2025 
       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

Hello fellow Lions! It has been a very busy month of September. I visited 
several clubs, did a good amount of service, and attended the USA Canada 
Lions Leadership Forum in Atlantic City, NJ! Along with several other Penn-
sylvania Lions, I received a degree from Lions University while I was there, 
which is earned by taking Lions related classes through Lions University. 
Please reach out to me if you are interested in this program. I received my 
Bachelors in Lionism, while our ZC/RC for Region II, Ellen Pruden, re-
ceived both her Bachelors AND Masters in Lionism. Congrats, Lion Ellen! 

This month, I want to talk about forming partnerships both within and out-
side of Lions. As many clubs are fighting to increase their membership, they 
find that they are not able to do the amount of service that they previously 
were able to do due to attrition, and members aging out of being able to help 
with the more active projects. By forming partnerships, this allows two or 
more smaller clubs to pool their resources and everyone reaps the benefits of it. Since all Lions clubs are focused on 
“We Serve” aligning goals and organizational focus aren’t an issue. But what about when we look outside of Lions 
to partner with someone? We have to ensure that both entities are focusing on the same goal and have similar aims. 
The upside to these partnerships are: increased manpower, reciprocal consideration when your club is asking for help 
with a project, shared revenue (assuming that this is a negotiated item), and increased presence in your community. I 
encourage each club in our district to try this out: find another Lions Club close to yours and see if they need help 
with an upcoming service project or fund raiser. Take as many of your club as you can to help out. The crazy thing 
about this is that you and your club are more than likely to come home with not only a full heart from helping a sister 
club, but also new Lion friends, and some great ideas that you picked up from talking to the other club. Synergy is 
the key to growing our district and we create synergy when we step outside of those walls we have built around our 
clubs and start participating in things going on around our district! 

October is the month of Region Rallies, so I hope to see each of you at one or more of them! My calendar for  

October: 

10/1 – Lafayette Lions Official Visit 

10/2 – Region II Rally 

10/4 – Fall Leadership Symposium, Harrisburg 

10/6 – Wakefield Lions Official Visit 

10/8 – Lancaster Lions Official Visit 

10/9 – Region V Rally 

10/14 – Akron Lions Official Visit 

10/16 – Region I Rally 

10/21 – Strasburg Lions Official Visit 

10/23 – Region III Rally 

10/27 – East Cocalico Lions Official Visit 

10/30 – Region IV Rally 

10/31 – 11/2 – State Council #2, Harrisburg 
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Craig Merkey  

Hello Lions, 
 
It is that time of the year again for the Region Rallies 
and I am excited to join everyone again this year to 
meet those in attendance.  Thank you to the Zone 
Chairs who have worked hard to set up the rallies for 
the clubs in their region.  Come out and meet Lions 
from the other clubs in your Region!  Most im-
portantly, it is a time to recognize those Lions that re-
ceive awards and recognition for serving their com-
munities.  Please come out and support these Lions 
in your clubs for the work they have done this past 
year.  It takes all of us to serve to meet the many 
needs in our communities.   
 
In addition to the above, our district is the one of the 
only in the state that does not have district dues.  
Your attendance at the rallies helps support our dis-
trict operate dues free. (Yes, I said this last year too!) 
 
I hope to meet you at one of the upcoming Rallies. 
I would encourage your club’s new officers to look at the training opportunities in 
the Lions Portal to learn more about the position they hold.  Things change over 
time, so this training is also valuable for those Lions continuing in a position as 
well! 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve you this year! 
 
Craig Merkey 
1st Vice-District Governor 



PAGE 3                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  September 2025 

 

Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

Greetings Lions 

It’s almost October and that means it’s 
time for the Region Rallies.  I am 
looking forward to attending all the 
Rallies and meeting those in attend-
ance.  It’s not too late if you have not 
signed up, this is a great time to meet 
Lions from other clubs and share your 
Service projects and Membership ide-
as.  Most importantly, it’s time for 
PDG Deb to recognize some deserving 
Lions with awards.   

Most importantly, we are one of the 
only Districts in the State that does nor have District dues.  Your attend-
ance at the Rallies will help keep this going. 
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                                                                     Memoriam                                         

            Barry Fair     Akron Lions Club 
    Kay L Mc Ellhenney   Akron Lions Club 
    Craig P Richards          Lititz Lions Club                      

                  

NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

    
         John D Reitzel             Columbia Lions Club                  Mark Seibert 
        Kevin T                        East Petersburg Landisville       Larry Oxenberg 
        Jared W Ebersole       Lancaster Lions Club                 Michael Schaeffer 
        Amanda Smith            Lancaster Lions Club                 Erle Smith 
        Terry Horvath              Lititz Lions Club                         Crystal Crawford 
        Deborah Parkinson     Marietta Lions Club                   Daniel Parkinson 
        Daniel Parkinson         Millersville Lions Club               Kathy Ratliff 
        Tont Mayo                    Millersville Lions Club               Bruce Ratliff 
        Matthew Bugli              Palmyra Lions Club                  Carl Garver 
        Mike Pavasco              Palmyra Lions Club                  Carl Garver 
  

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

WEEK OF SERVICE    OCTOBER 4TH-12TH 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

 

As a friendly reminder, Lions International’s First Week of Service is coming up on October 
4th-12th. How many clubs are going to do a service project for Mental Health and Well-Being 
that week? In order to be eligible for the Club Excellence Award for the Lions year 2025-
2026, clubs must hold AND REPORT a service project for service during each of the week 
of service projects scheduled for this Lions year. Below are some ideas for service for 
Mental Health and Well-Being: 

· Visit some residents at a nursing home, those without any family to visit get lonely. 
· Assemble care packages with journals, herbal teas, stress balls and resources for 

local counseling. 
· Organize a walk in a park with cellphones turned off. 
· Organize weekly neighborhood walks in your area, encouraging connections, 

exercise and accountability. 
· Have a table at a park with a cut out of leaves and have kids share their feelings on 

these leaves.  
· Have a “gratitude wall” in a public space where people can post what they are 

thankful for.  
· Post signs with words of encouragement in your yard and/or your development such 

as the example below. 
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REGION II RALLY 

 

 
Thursday, October 2nd , 2025 

Yoder’s Banquet Facility 
14 South Tower Road 

New Holland, PA 17557 

 
6:00 pm Social - 6:30 pm Dinner 

 
Meal will include Fruit Cup, Tossed Salad, Beef Tips, Ham Loaf with 

Pineapple Glaze, Gourmet Red Mashed Potatoes, Buttered Noodles, and 
Green Beans 

Pie and Ice Cream for Dessert. 
 

Cost: $35.00 per person 
 

Each Club should bring their Club Banner and a donation for the Food 
Bank and 1 or 2 items for the door prizes. 

 
Reservation Deadline is Saturday, September 25, 2025 

=========================================================
Mail to: ZC Lion Ellen Pruden POB 516 Brownstown, PA 17508 
 
Name: 
Club: 
Number Attending: 
Enclosed (Checks Payable to District 14-D): 
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              Annual Pennsylvania Lions   
Fall Leadership Symposium 

                                        *2 LOCATIONS* 

Saturday, October 4, 2025 9 AM-2 PM 
PA Lions State Office 

949 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Lunch available for a $10.00 donation (Pay at the Door) 

                                                 *OR*  

Sunday, October 5, 2025 Noon-5 PM 
Beaver County Lighthouse 

720 Third Avenue 
New Brighton, PA 15066 

Snacks will be available 
 

Club Extension Efforts and Processes 
Presenter: PDG Jeff Loudermilk 

 
Grant Writing – Show Me The Money 

Presenter: IPDG Deb Keeports 
 

Club Membership Retention and Enhancement 
Presenter: PDG Mike Schaeffer 

 
Succession Planning – If Not Me, Then Who and Why 

Presenter: PCC Dr. Linda Zaneski 
 

 

                            FREE & OPEN to all MD-14 Lions 
                                         To register contact PDG Bill Grager at  
                                bilbomzk@gmail.com or call (717)615-1974  
                                                                 Space is Limited! 
                                                                                                                

                           Empower ment is the key to success!            
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REGION RALLY IV 
OCTOBER 30, 2025 

6:30pm 
Hebron Banquet Hall 

701 E Walnut St. 
Lebanon, PA 17042  

 
6:00pm Social Time 

6:30pm Dinner 
 

Menu 
Garden Salad, Roast Beef, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Mashed Potatoes, 

California Blend, Dinner Rolls, and Dessert Table 
 

Cost: $25.00 per person 
 

All Clubs should bring their club banner and a donation for the food bank. 
Also please bring 1 to 2 items for the raffle/door prizes. 

 
RSVP By October 24, 2025 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Name ___________________________________ 
Club____________________________________ 
# Attending_______________________________ 

Checks payable to District 14-D 
Mail To: ZC Michelle Musumeci 

22 Fairview Dr 
Akron, PA 17501 
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DISTRICT 14-D CABINET MEETING 
 

Hosted by: Region III 
   Zone A & B Chair: Charles Holsey 

 
All Lions, Lioness, and Leos invited to attend! 

All voting Cabinet members to wear green shirts and grey, everyone else to wear business casual, no jeans. 

 
      Date:     Sunday, November 9, 2025 
      Place:     Samuel United Methodist Church 
         1744 Old Rothsville Road 
         Lititz, PA   17543 
  

Meeting Time 
1:15 pm - Voting Cabinet 

2:00 pm - Full Cabinet 
 

 
SO THAT WE CAN PLAN FOR SNACKS FOR THE AFTERNOON, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CABINET MEMBERS, CLUB PRESIDENTS, 
CLUB SECRETARIES AND ALL CLUB MEMBERS PLANNING TO  

ATTEND, NOTIFY THE CABINET SECRETARY OR ZONE CHAIRS 
   

A donation to help defray the cost for Region III would be appreciated.  
  
 

    Lion Joyce Sweger                                Lion Charles Holsey                  
JKL1953@comcast.net                                                holz1123@yahoo.com 
       717-314-7455                     732-492-6948 
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NO BINGO ON THE 28TH OF AUGUST  

WILL RESUME IN SEPT THE NORMAL SCHEDULE 
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We will be serving our Fair Favorite Hot Ham Sandwiches, hot dogs, 
hamburgers in our secret sauce and drinks at the New Holland Lions Club’s 
stand on South Roberts Avenue and Main Street at the New Holland Fair. 

Come out and support us as we continue to raise funds for our 
communities after 100 years, since 1925!!  We donate to Garden Spot 
Fire Rescue, the CrossNet Ministries Food Pantry, ELANCO Library, New 
Holland Ambulance Association, New Holland Boy Scouts, New Holland 
Summer Arts Association and more.  Anyone interested in learning more 
about the clubs and membership is encouraged to come see our members 
at the Ham Stand! 

 

Visit the club on Facebook and see the New Holland Fair’s website at 
http://www.newhollandfair.org/ for more information. 
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On Saturday,  September 13th the New Holland Lions Club collected 1,068 lbs. of food and 
monetary donations from our community at Yoder’s Country Market for the CrossNet 
Ministries food pantry for the New Holland Area. We thank the community for their 
generosity! 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 14 at Yoder's Restaurant. Come out for dinner at 6 
p.m. to learn more about what we do.  Our next event we will be at is serving our Fair 

Favorite Hot Ham Sandwiches at the New Holland Fair on October 1-4, 2025. 
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The Lions Club of Mount Joy presented a monetary award to Mia 
Seidel, valedictorian of the class of 2025 at Donegal High School. 
Shown with Mia (center) are Mia's mother and PDG Carl Spell-
man. The club presents the Valedictory Award annually to the DHS 
graduate with the highest class ranking.  
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The Lions Club of Mount Joy presented a monetary award to Kayla 
Ellinger (second from right) for her achievement as the highest-
ranking 2025 graduate from Donegal High School in the CTC pro-
gram. Kayla's family accompanied her to a recent meeting of the 
club, where PDG Carl Spellman recognized Kayla.  


