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       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

 Hello Lions! 

 I hope that everyone had a chance to enjoy our Presi-
dent’s Honors Night and District Convention. We had 
an absolute blast spending time with everyone both Fri-
day and again on Saturday. Our speaker, PID Bob Block 
and his wonderful wife Lion Brenda Block, were an ab-
solute joy to spend time with and learn from. I hope that 
we get the opportunity to host them again sometime 
soon. Congratulations to District Governor Elect Craig 
Merkey, First Vice District Governor Elect Pat Benson, 
and Second Vice District Governor Elect Rick Bates on 
being elected into their respective positions. I know that 
this district is going to be in great hands over the next 
few years with these three Lions. I am excited to see 
each of them grow in their positions and lead us into the 
future of Lions. Our service project went very well. We were able to build 250 hygiene kits for our home-
less veteran population in both Lancaster and Lebanon Counties. Thank you from the bottom of my heart 
to all who stepped up to participate. Additionally, a huge thank you goes out to Dr. Patrick Moran of Lititz 
Orthodontics for the donation of 250 toothbrushes for our bags. 

I hope that all of our clubs have held their elections and have entered next years’ officers into the Portal by 
now. If not, please ensure that this is done by May 15th, as this allows LCI to get the correct people the 
correct information going into the new Lionistic Year. Additionally, this will allow us to invite the correct 
people to the Club Officer Training event that we will hold for the district so our officers are starting the 
year off on the right foot with the information that they need to be successful. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT: Lions Clubs International does NOT mail your club invoices 
any longer. These are now placed into your Club page on the Portal. If you are unsure of how to access 
this for your club, please reach out to one of the leadership team in the District. We are more than happy 
to walk you through this. Clubs that do not pay their dues/invoices in a timely manner run the risk of being 
placed into Status Quo, which is the first step in revoking a club’s charter.  

As I prepare to attend my final State Council meeting / State Convention as a District Governor, I can’t 
help to look back at all of the great times that I have had serving as your District Governor this year. It 

certainly seems to have flown by. I hope to see many of you in Indiana, PA for the State Convention. 
If not there, then at our final District Cabinet meeting, where our outgoing District Cabinet 
will meet for one last time before switching out to DGE Craig’s cabinet. 

In Lionism,  

DG Steve 
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In Memory of 1st Vice District Governor Craig Merkey  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, April 28th 2026 our District was rocked with the news that 
our District Governor Elect, Craig Merkey had passed. We lost a Lion 
who lived the motto of “We Serve” every day of his life. His work with 
the Leos in the Ephrata area was a blueprint on how to reach out and 
influence our younger generation. He was an exceptional leader, but 
more importantly, he was a husband, father, and friend. His quiet lead-
ership, quick laugh, and willingness to give of himself will be missed 
at every level of Lions. The Baron Steigel Lions, District 14-D, and 
Multiple District 14 lost a great man this week. Our thoughts, prayers, 
and love go out to Samantha, Jon,  and Tori Merkey, as they navigate 
this new path. Rest well, my friend. You are greatly missed already. 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

  

Happy May Lions 

I hope everyone is enjoying this crazy Spring we are having, 
where one day its summer and the next winter.  But we are 
Lions and we know how to adapt to anything. It was so nice 
to see everyone who came out to support our Presidents at 
Presidents Honor Night, it was a fun evening and our speak-
er, Past International Director Bob Block, gave a wonderful 
and very thought-provoking speech about “The Little Engine 
That Could”.   To me it symbolizes perseverance and opti-
mism and overcoming challenges, just like we face each day 
as Lions. The next day we had our District convention and 
elections of new Officers.  What a fun and rewarding day we 
had.  I only wish we could get more Lions interested in at-
tending our convention.  My question for anyone reading 
this is please let me know how we can attract more Lions to 
attend our convention.  It is a learning and a rewarding expe-
rience to attend.  We assembled 225 hygiene kits for the 
homeless as a District service project.  We completed the 
task in less than 15 minutes and what a fun time we had. 
Thanks to our PD Deb Keeports for leading this amazing 
project. 

I also Want to thank my club, the Millersville Lions Club, 
fellow Lions Beth Young and my brother Bill for supporting me to be elected as your First Vice District 
Governor for next year.  I am excited and honored to be your First Vice District Governor elect and can’t 
wait to serve with you in our amazing District,14D. I know I have things to learn and look forward to my 
training to better serve you.  I look forward to attending my first State convention in May in Indianna PA 
and the training I will get there.   

As I think about this coming year, I am excited to see where we can go as Lions in our clubs and our Dis-
trict.  Just remember the saying when things seem tough and challenging, we can persevere by repeating 
these few words, “I think I can, I think can, I think I can,” as we overcome our challenges. 

Thank You Lions. 

Pat Benson 
2nd Vice District Governor 
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                                                                     Memoriam                                 

    John Robert Bair                       Bareville, Leola, Leacock Lions 

            Glenn Eidemiller                        East Cocalico Lions 

              Harry Gerhart                                     Ephrata Lions 

NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

  Dave Harnish                     East Cocalico                  Bruce Carpenter 
         Kathie Porter                      East Cocalico                  John Weiss 
         Kenneth Helm                    Quarryville                       Gregory Minnich 
         Andrew Morgan                  Quarryville                      Stephen Grosh        

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   

  

REMEMBER THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR OUR FREEDOM 
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DISTRICT 14-D CABINET MEETING 
 

Hosted by: Region V 
   Zone  A & B Chair: George H.  Darling Jr. 

 
All Lions, Lioness, and Leos invited to attend! 

All voting Cabinet members to wear green shirts and white everyone else to wear business casual, no jeans. 

 
      Date:     Sunday, June 7, 2026 
      Place:     Samuel United Methodist Church 
         1744 Old Rothsville Road 
         Lititz, PA   17543 
  

Meeting Time 
1:15 pm - Voting Cabinet 

2:00 pm - Full Cabinet 
 

 
SO THAT WE CAN PLAN FOR SNACKS FOR THE AFTERNOON, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CABINET MEMBERS, CLUB PRESIDENTS, 
CLUB SECRETARIES AND ALL CLUB MEMBERS PLANNING TO  

ATTEND, NOTIFY THE CABINET SECRETARY OR ZONE CHAIRS 
   

A donation to help defray the cost for Region V would be appreciated.  
  
 

    Lion Joyce Sweger                                Lion George H. Darling Jr.                  
JKL1953@comcast.net                                                 george_darling@comcast.net         
       717-314-7455                     717-869-2501  
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CHRISTIANA LIONS CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

FUND RAISER 

COOK RANDY YODER 

WHEN: MAY 16TH  

  

FROM 9:30 to 12 or TILL GONE 

 

WHERE: LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY BUILDING 

325 N BRIDGE ST CHRISTIANA 

 
R  

COST: $9 FOR A 
THIGH AND LEG, 

CHIPS, DRINK AND  

A WHOOPIE PIE  

OR 

$7 WITHOUT THE  

 WHOOPIE PIE 
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  103rd Annual Pennsylvania Lions Clubs State Convention 

Thursday, May 14 through Sunday, May 17, 2026 
Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex, 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 

 
Hotel Information 

 
Your Convention Host Committee, District 14M has secured blocks of rooms at five 
different hotels. In addition to there are other hotels in the area. 
 
To make a reservation contact the hotel direct at the phone numbers provided. Rates 
are per night plus taxes and fees. Please mention PA Lions State Convention. 
 
Cut-off date for contract rates is April 14, 2026. 
 
 
Host hotel: Hilton Garden Inn Indiana at IUP  Rate $159 
  714 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 
  724-349-2222 
 
 
  Ramada by Wyndham    Rate $99 May 14 
  1395 Wayne Avenue, Indiana, PA 15705 Rate $125 May 15 and 16 
  724-463-3561 
 
   
  Quality Inn and Suites    Rate $104 1 queen 
  1545 Wayne Avenue, Indiana, PA 15705 Rate $109 1 king 
  724-349-9620     Rate $119 2 doubles 
         Rate $124 2 queens 
 
 
  Hampton Inn and Suites    Rate $149 
  1275 Indian Springs Road, Indiana, Pa 15705 
  724-349-7700 
 
 
  Holiday Inn Express    Rate $165 
  1350 Indian Springs Road, Indiana, PA  15705 
  724-465-7000 
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      103rd ANNUAL PENNSYLVANIA LIONS CLUBS STATE CONVENTION 
Thursday May 14 through Sunday May 17, 2026 

                    Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex, 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 
 

 
REGISTRATION (complete one form per attendee)       Return form by: April 21, 2026 
 
 
Name (Last Name, First Name) _________________________________________ Sub-District____________ 
Circle Membership: Lion Leo Guest  Title: ID    PIP    PID    DG    VDG    PDG    CC    PCC 
 
Address ______________________________________________ State ________ Zip Code______________ 
 
Club Name _____________________________ Spouse/Partner/Guest _________________ 
First State Convention: Yes No (circle)   Years as a Lion/Leo __________ 
Special considerations: Dietary    Hearing    Vision    Physical Challenges (circle) 
Notations: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Convention Registration Fee $15 per attendee (no fee for Leo but must register)  $__________ 
State Convention Pin  ______@ $5 per pin      $__________ 
 
Meal Reservations 
Friday Luncheon * $25 per person   Various sandwiches, side salads, chips, pickles,  $__________ 
 assorted cookies and beverages 
           
PA Counselors/District Governors Honor Banquet – Friday * $35 per person   $__________ 
Plated meals with garden salad, roasted fingerling potatoes and garden vegetable medley, 
Layered Mouse Martini dessert 
Entrée choice check one: ________ Asiago Crusted Chicken with Red Pepper Sauce 
    ________ Garlic & Herb Roasted Pork Loin 
    ________ Garlic Vegetable Lasagna Roll-up w/creamy garlic sauce 
 
Saturday Luncheon * $25 per person    Deli meats, side salads, bread/rolls, assorted cookies $__________ 
and beverages 
         
Saturday international Banquet *35 per person       $__________ 
Plated meals with garden salad, mashed potatoes and hand turned carrots, NY style cheesecake 
Entrée choice check one: ________ Roast Beef 
    ________ Slice Turkey 
    ________ Arancini -Italian Rice Ball w/ San Marzano tomato, parmesan & basil 
 
Melvin Jones Fellow / Key Member Breakfast Sunday * $20 per person   $__________ 
Breakfast buffet with pastries, potatoes, bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, coffee, tea, juices. 
 
EXTRA EVENTS 
Friday morning tour to the Jimmy Stewart Museum $10 per person   $__________ 
 
Saturday afternoon “Wine Tasting Event”  $25 per person   $__________ 
 
Total amount enclosed   (payable to: PA LIONS DISTRICT 14M STATE CONVENTION) $__________ 
 
Send to: Dan Swincinski, PA Lions Convention, 246 Rock Cut Road, Central City, Pa 15926 
814-244-9210 email: palionsconvention2026@gmail.com 



PAGE 12                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 13                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 14                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 15                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 16                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 17                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 18                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 19                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 20                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 21                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 22                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 



PAGE 23                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  May 2026 

 

On April 18th at the District Convention, attendees 
helped fill 250 personal hygiene bags for the homeless. 
Items in the bags included shampoo, soap, lotion, sun-
screen, rain poncho, razor, shaving cream, socks, wash-
cloth, hand towel, comb, brush, first aid kit, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, and deodorant. 

Our district was able to participate in this project with a District Community Impact Grant from LCIF.  

DG Steve also re-
ceived a donation 
of 250 toothbrush-
es from Dr. Pat-
rick Moran and 
Lititz Orthodon-
tics  

Thanks to all those Lions who helped fill the 
bags which will be distributed to organizations 
providing assistance to the homeless, including 
veterans who are homeless in Lancaster and 
Lebanon counties.   
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                                    Presidents Honor night at Y oders 
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Tonight at the Christiana Lions meeting we celebrated Lion John Esworthy 98th birthday. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
John! Wishing you many more! John has been a Lion for 54 years!!!!  


