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       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

 

Hello Lions! 

 I hope that this message finds you well. We are quickly 
rolling into Spring and the time when things tend to get 
busy. Spring is the season of renewal, and we as Lions can 
renew and recharge our spirit to serve our communities. 
LionsUSA has issued the challenge for each District to 
bring in 20 members in the next 40 days! Are we ready to 
step up to the challenge? Check your email for additional 
information on this challenge and what we, on a club and 
district level can do to set ourselves up for success. We are 
getting back out into our communities and doing service 
projects and fund raisers after some time cooped up indoors 
with the cold. Now is the time to really kick things into 
gear and show Lancaster and Lebanon Counties what Lionism is all about. Share your passion with our 
neighbors and invite them to help us out with our projects. Afterward, invite them to a meeting to hear 
about all of the people that they served at the event or how much money was made to be donated back into 
our communities. If that doesn’t get someone excited about what we do, then I don’t know what will. We 
are out there making a difference in lives each day. Share that love of service with someone and allow 
them to feel the sense of happiness that results from making a difference.  

A few items that are coming up: Our Melvin Jones Breakfast is quickly approaching. It will be held on 
Saturday, March 14th at Yoders. Please see the flyer in this newsletter for sign up information. My great 
friend and colleague, District Governor Theresa Kuhar from District 14-A (Philadelphia) will be our fea-
tured speaker. She will have her Partner in Service, Lion Chuck Kuhar with her, so feel free to stop and 
say hello to them both. Presidents Honors Night is going to be held on Friday, April 17th at Yoders, to be 
followed the next day by our District Convention on Saturday, April 18th at St. Phillip the Apostle Catho-
lic Church (the gymnasium). Our special guest will be Past International Director Robert “Bob” Block. 
We have a special service project planned for the convention as well, so it will be a fun filled day while 
we elect our incoming District Governor, 1st Vice District Governor, and 2nd Vice District Governors.  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at one of our up-
coming events or at the Official Visits that need to 
be rescheduled due to weather, etc…. 

 

DG  Steve 
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Craig Merkey  

Now that the snow melted and we begin March, Lions ac-
tivities, events, and fundraisers begin to pick up around the 
District.  Let’s get out and SERVE our communities! 
As I say every year at this time, we have so many great 
events in the next few months where we can meet other Li-
ons throughout the District.  We have the Bowling Tourna-
ment on Sunday, March 1, and I hope to see you all there!  
The Ephrata Middle/Intermediate School Leo Club will 
have 2 teams bowling this year!  This is always a fun activi-
ty to get the youth involved.  They have so many service 
projects during the school year, this is just a fun activity, 
sponsored by the Baron Stiegel Lions Club. 
We have the Melvin Jones Breakfast on March 14th at Yo-
der’s Restaurant, and you do not need to be a Melvin Jones 
Fellow or PA Fellow to attend!   
 
Of course, my favorite event each year is Presidents’ Honor 
Night on April 17th where we celebrate our Club Presidents!  
Please come out and show your support for them stepping 
up to lead your great club this past year. 
 
The following day we have the District Convention on April 18th to vote on our leadership 
(District Governor, First Vice-District Governor and our Second Vice-District Governor) as 
well as recognize those Lions that have passed on over the last year after they have served 
our clubs through service while members of the largest service organization in the world.  
There will be guest speakers where we can learn more about Lions and help with the ser-
vice project that DG Steve mentions in his notes above. 
 
At the District level we are always looking for great leaders to step up into positions from 
Zone Chairs, Committees, and including Second Vice District Governor!  I am looking for 
Lion leaders that would be interested in getting in-
volved at the district level and help build on the great 
things we are currently doing.  Please reach out to me 
if you are interested or have a club member that you 
think would be great to step up and serve. 
 
 
Craig Merkey 
1st Vice-District Governor 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

 

Hello Lions, Spring is in the air. 

I don’t know about you, but I love Spring.  Its that time of the year 
when we can look for more daylight, better temperatures, flowers, 
fresh air and more fun and meaningful Service Projects in our 
clubs. 

New members now would be a great time for you to step up and 
offer some new ideas for service projects.  Current members 
please listen to our new members as they have a lot to share and 
who knows they may have great ideas and have the next great way 
We SERVE. 

Spring also brings some great activities in our District and espe-
cially in March and April. There is still time to sign up to attend 
the following: 

 District Bowling Tournament – March 1 

 Melvin Jones Breakfast – March 14 

Presidents Honor Night – April 17, this is the night we 
honor our club Presidents for    their time and all the good 
they do for our clubs, and it’s a fun time. 

District Convention – April 18th at St Philips Catholic 
Church, 2111 Millersville Pike, Lancaster Pa 17603.  

Zone Meetings 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at the district events, this is a time to meet fellow Lions and share ideas and create 
new ones.  Hopefully, the snow will be gone, and we will see green grass and flowers blooming very soon. Thank 
you for all the service you do! We could not do it without you. 

Happy Spring 

SVDG Pat Benson 



PAGE 4                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  March 2026 

 

M 

                                                                     Memoriam                                         

NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    
        

 

           Jenny Stoltzfus                 Intercourse                         Dawn Crossan 
 
           Pete Perrine                     Lancaster-Lebanon Disaster Relief  
 
           Erin Velazquez                 Lebanon                             Robert Hoffman 
 
           Patricia Wiesman             Manheim                             Leslie Henderson 
 
             Olivia Haldeman               Millerville Lioness Lions     Phyllis Ream 
 
           William Markland              Wilshire Hills                      John Soost    

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   

  

                           PDG Lowell Hawes        Denver Lions Club 
 
                           PDG James W Ardrey           Intercourse Lions Club 
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NEW HOLLAND 
LIONS CLUB  

EASTER EGG HUNT 
 

Saturday April 4, 2026 
10 am Sharp! 

At The New Holland 
Community Park 

400 East Jackson Street 
 

AGES 11 AND UNDER ARE 
WELCOME! 

OVER 4,000 EGGS STUFFED 
WITH CANDY AND MONEY!! 

The ELANCO library will be 
there with free books and 

prizes! 
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  103rd Annual Pennsylvania Lions Clubs State Convention 

Thursday, May 14 through Sunday, May 17, 2026 
Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex, 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 

 
Hotel Information 

 
Your Convention Host Committee, District 14M has secured blocks of rooms at five 
different hotels. In addition to there are other hotels in the area. 
 
To make a reservation contact the hotel direct at the phone numbers provided. Rates 
are per night plus taxes and fees. Please mention PA Lions State Convention. 
 
Cut-off date for contract rates is April 14, 2026. 
 
 
Host hotel: Hilton Garden Inn Indiana at IUP  Rate $159 
  714 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 
  724-349-2222 
 
 
  Ramada by Wyndham    Rate $99 May 14 
  1395 Wayne Avenue, Indiana, PA 15705 Rate $125 May 15 and 16 
  724-463-3561 
 
   
  Quality Inn and Suites    Rate $104 1 queen 
  1545 Wayne Avenue, Indiana, PA 15705 Rate $109 1 king 
  724-349-9620     Rate $119 2 doubles 
         Rate $124 2 queens 
 
 
  Hampton Inn and Suites    Rate $149 
  1275 Indian Springs Road, Indiana, Pa 15705 
  724-349-7700 
 
 
  Holiday Inn Express    Rate $165 
  1350 Indian Springs Road, Indiana, PA  15705 
  724-465-7000 
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Conoy Lions Club  
Saturday Winter 

Breakfasts 
 

 
 

January 17, 2026 
February 14, 2026 
March 14, 2026 

 

Bainbridge Fire Hall 
34 S. Second St, Bainbridge 

7am to 10am 
 

Adult $12.00        Children 6 -12 $6.00 
5 & under free 

 
$11.00 if you bring a food contribution 
for the Conoy-Donegal Food Bank 

 
Pancakes      Sausage 
Scrambled Eggs   Home Fries 
Sausage gravy and Biscuits 
Orange Juice    Coffee      Tea 
 
Come out and support your community. 
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      103rd ANNUAL PENNSYLVANIA LIONS CLUBS STATE CONVENTION 
Thursday May 14 through Sunday May 17, 2026 

                    Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex, 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 
 

 
REGISTRATION (complete one form per attendee)       Return form by: April 21, 2026 
 
 
Name (Last Name, First Name) _________________________________________ Sub-District____________ 
Circle Membership: Lion Leo Guest  Title: ID    PIP    PID    DG    VDG    PDG    CC    PCC 
 
Address ______________________________________________ State ________ Zip Code______________ 
 
Club Name _____________________________ Spouse/Partner/Guest _________________ 
First State Convention: Yes No (circle)   Years as a Lion/Leo __________ 
Special considerations: Dietary    Hearing    Vision    Physical Challenges (circle) 
Notations: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Convention Registration Fee $15 per attendee (no fee for Leo but must register)  $__________ 
State Convention Pin  ______@ $5 per pin      $__________ 
 
Meal Reservations 
Friday Luncheon * $25 per person   Various sandwiches, side salads, chips, pickles,  $__________ 
 assorted cookies and beverages 
           
PA Counselors/District Governors Honor Banquet – Friday * $35 per person   $__________ 
Plated meals with garden salad, roasted fingerling potatoes and garden vegetable medley, 
Layered Mouse Martini dessert 
Entrée choice check one: ________ Asiago Crusted Chicken with Red Pepper Sauce 
    ________ Garlic & Herb Roasted Pork Loin 
    ________ Garlic Vegetable Lasagna Roll-up w/creamy garlic sauce 
 
Saturday Luncheon * $25 per person    Deli meats, side salads, bread/rolls, assorted cookies $__________ 
and beverages 
         
Saturday international Banquet *35 per person       $__________ 
Plated meals with garden salad, mashed potatoes and hand turned carrots, NY style cheesecake 
Entrée choice check one: ________ Roast Beef 
    ________ Slice Turkey 
    ________ Arancini -Italian Rice Ball w/ San Marzano tomato, parmesan & basil 
 
Melvin Jones Fellow / Key Member Breakfast Sunday * $20 per person   $__________ 
Breakfast buffet with pastries, potatoes, bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, coffee, tea, juices. 
 
EXTRA EVENTS 
Friday morning tour to the Jimmy Stewart Museum $10 per person   $__________ 
 
Saturday afternoon “Wine Tasting Event”  $25 per person   $__________ 
 
Total amount enclosed   (payable to: PA LIONS DISTRICT 14M STATE CONVENTION) $__________ 
 
Send to: Dan Swincinski, PA Lions Convention, 246 Rock Cut Road, Central City, Pa 15926 
814-244-9210 email: palionsconvention2026@gmail.com 



PAGE 27                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  March 2026 

 

M 



PAGE 28                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  March 2026 

 

M 



PAGE 29                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  March 2026 

 

M 



PAGE 30                                 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  March 2026 

 

M 

IPDG Deb Keeports pre-
sents the Melvin Jones 
Fellowship to Lion Jeanie 
Sware at the District Cabi-
net Meeting 


