
PAGE                                   DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS  April 2026 

 

M 

       A Message from District Governor  Steve Lowe 

  

Happy Spring, Lions!  

As we officially move into Spring- the season of 
renewal- we are afforded the chance to look at we 
are in relation to our goals for the year and identify 
opportunities to focus on meeting or exceeding 
those that need some extra work.  

As Lions, our work is never finished. There is al-
ways a need, therefore we should make sure that 
there is also always a Lion to address that need. 
We start that by increasing our service footprint. I 
have had the honor of visiting ALMOST all of our clubs in the district so far this year. This 
are a couple more that I need to do make-up visits with due to weather issues on the origi-
nal visit date, so you have yet to hear about my three areas of low-hanging fruit: 1: Family. 
2: Friends. 3: The Non-Lions who help out at our events. If we haven’t asked those people 
to join our Lions family, then we are doing them and our clubs a disservice. The only one 
who is guaranteed to say no to an invite to join Lions is the person who is never asked.  

We are just days away from our President’s Honors Night followed the next day by our 
District Convention. Our special guests for both events are Past International Director Bob 
Block and his wife, Lion Brenda Block. They are coming to visit with us from Multiple 
District 1 in Illinois. I am looking forward to getting to know the both of them and intro-
ducing them to as many of our amazing Lions as possible both Friday night at President’s 
Honors Night and Saturday at our District Convention. PID Bob will be doing a Town Hall 
at the District Conventions, so please come with any questions that you may have for him!  

I look forward to seeing everyone at our events as well as around the district at some of the 
club events that I am able to come visit. 

 

In Lionism, 

DG Steve   
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Craig Merkey  

  
Welcome to April! 
 
It was great to see a nice group of bowlers at the District 
Bowling Tournament at the beginning of March!  Thank 
you to all that came out and participated!  I believe there 
were more in attendance than last year. 
 
To help ENERGIZE our clubs to help meet the goal of 1.5 
million members in Lions by 2027, The PA Lions are in a 
90 Day Race to the finish!  For every member entered in the 
portal for April, May and June 2026, our district will get 
one lap recorded.  The club in each zone with the most 
members will receive a banner patch!  The District in PA 
with the most laps wins the race on June 30.  In addition to 
gaining new ideas and people to help with your club pro-
jects, let’s help DG Steve meet his goals for membership 
growth this year!! 
 
A few upcoming events I hope to see you at: 
 
· Presidents’ Honor Night – April 17, Please come out and show your support for your 

club’s president, they have put in a lot of energy wrangling the Lions in your club over 
the last year!  

· District Convention – St. Phillips Catholic Church in Millersville, April 18, 10:30am-
3:30pm. We will have Past International Director Bob Block joining us, and we will be 
working on a service project to pack 250 Homeless Hygiene Kits.  Everyone’s favorite, 
the Basket raffles which are also at President’s Honor Night.  The District Convention 
includes the Necrology service for our Lions that passed the previous year.  This is your 
chance to elect the leadership of the District and show your support by voting. 

 

Craig Merkey 
1st Vice-District Governor 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Pat Benson 

 Hello Lions 

This month I would like to share with you a few 
Highlights from my Club and my visits this past 
month. 

  I had the pleasure of attending DG Steves visit and 
PDG Debs award presentation at the Heidelberg Li-
oness Lions Club.  This was a great visit and some 
unexpected laughs, but you will have to get that in-
fo from DG Steve or President Rachael.  There 
were even cupcakes for DG Steve and my birthday 
and a goody bag.  Thank you so much for your kind 
reception and laughs.  Congratulations to Sherry 
Stoner on her Melvin Jones Fellowship. 

The next highlight was attending the Melvin Jones 
Fellowship breakfast.  It is always so nice to see 
those who have received this special award.  Our 
speaker at the event was DG Theresa Kuhar who is 
from Northeast Philadelphia.  She spoke about Ser-
vice and how all Lions do service, but it looks and 
is different where you are located.  I found this very 
interesting and thought that no matter where your club is located you could still come up 
with a service project, even in center city or in the middle of nowhere. 

The last highlight I am very proud of is the Orientation program and training I completed 
for my club, Millersville Lions.  It was a goal of mine as President and then past president, 
but I never accomplished it.  So, with the help of LCI I used their template for a Power 
Point program and started there.  A few weeks later I had my goal complete, and our club 
now has an Orientation for new members program.  So, if you are reading this, I am offer-
ing to help any club that would like to have their own orientation program.  It takes a little 
time to make it you’re own but the results are amazing.  Please reach out if you are inter-
ested. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at Presidents Honor Night and then at the District 
Convention.  Happy Spring! 

Thank you for all you do, We Serve 

SVDG Pat Benson 
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                                                                     Memoriam                                       

                            Katherine True        Mountville Lions Club 

         Richard Bohn          Myerstown Lions Club 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

          

 Michael Anderson              Denver Lions                          Jeff Hershey 

           Beth Yeingst                 Manheim Township Lions     Babara Beyer 

 Jolene Horner             Millersville Lioness               Katie Hess 

 Adam Ababou             Myerstown Lions                  Larry Albright 

           Shanna Precise          New Holland Lions                James Ertzgard 

           James Wickersham          Wakefield Lions                        John Kreider 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   
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ENVIRONMENT  WEEK OF SERVICE April 18th-26th, 2026 

To: All Lions  

From:  IPDG, Deb Keeports, District Global Service Chairperson 

Lions International’s next week of service focuses on the Environment.  The Environment is 
Our Home. Some statistics from Lions International’s website includes the following: 12 
million hectares of forest are destroyed each year,  6-7 million premature deaths are 
caused annually by air pollution; 1/3 amount of generated waste is not managed safely; 
and 17 million metric tons of plastic entered the ocean in 2021, that number is projected to 
double or triple by 2040.  

Ideas for the Environment Week of Service: 

· Neighborhood Cleanup 
· Trail Maintenance 
· Organize tree-planting days or create a pollinator to support bees and butterflies 
· Start a Composting Program 
· Recycling and Waste Management - conserve resources and reduce waste 
· Environmental Awareness and Education – raise awareness in your community of 

the importance of protecting our environment  
· Alternative Transportation Day – promote biking and walking 
· Develop a “Green Living Tip Sheet” to share electronically with your community 
· Collect used cellphones and donate to individuals in need 
· Partner with a local carpenter (or DIY tutorial) to build a rain barrel, then holding 

training to promote using barrels for watering and irrigation  

There are many more ideas on Lions International’s website, 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-global-causes/environment 

There is a 10-day grace period for service projects that occur around the same time as the 
Week of Service project, covering the 10 days before and 10 days after the Week of Service 
dates. Club service must be reported no later than ten (10) days after the service 
project. 

 

If you have any questions about reporting your club’s service or any difficulties in 
reporting your club’s service for this week of service, please reach out to me at 
keepharry110@gmail.com or 717-572-5051.  
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NEW HOLLAND 
LIONS CLUB  

EASTER EGG HUNT 
 

Saturday April 4, 2026 
10 am Sharp! 

At The New Holland 
Community Park 

400 East Jackson Street 
 

AGES 11 AND UNDER ARE 
WELCOME! 

OVER 4,000 EGGS STUFFED 
WITH CANDY AND MONEY!! 

The ELANCO library will be 
there with free books and 

prizes! 
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  103rd Annual Pennsylvania Lions Clubs State Convention 

Thursday, May 14 through Sunday, May 17, 2026 
Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex, 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 

 
Hotel Information 

 
Your Convention Host Committee, District 14M has secured blocks of rooms at five 
different hotels. In addition to there are other hotels in the area. 
 
To make a reservation contact the hotel direct at the phone numbers provided. Rates 
are per night plus taxes and fees. Please mention PA Lions State Convention. 
 
Cut-off date for contract rates is April 14, 2026. 
 
 
Host hotel: Hilton Garden Inn Indiana at IUP  Rate $159 
  714 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 
  724-349-2222 
 
 
  Ramada by Wyndham    Rate $99 May 14 
  1395 Wayne Avenue, Indiana, PA 15705 Rate $125 May 15 and 16 
  724-463-3561 
 
   
  Quality Inn and Suites    Rate $104 1 queen 
  1545 Wayne Avenue, Indiana, PA 15705 Rate $109 1 king 
  724-349-9620     Rate $119 2 doubles 
         Rate $124 2 queens 
 
 
  Hampton Inn and Suites    Rate $149 
  1275 Indian Springs Road, Indiana, Pa 15705 
  724-349-7700 
 
 
  Holiday Inn Express    Rate $165 
  1350 Indian Springs Road, Indiana, PA  15705 
  724-465-7000 
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      103rd ANNUAL PENNSYLVANIA LIONS CLUBS STATE CONVENTION 
Thursday May 14 through Sunday May 17, 2026 

                    Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex, 711 Pratt Drive, Indiana, PA 15705 
 

 
REGISTRATION (complete one form per attendee)       Return form by: April 21, 2026 
 
 
Name (Last Name, First Name) _________________________________________ Sub-District____________ 
Circle Membership: Lion Leo Guest  Title: ID    PIP    PID    DG    VDG    PDG    CC    PCC 
 
Address ______________________________________________ State ________ Zip Code______________ 
 
Club Name _____________________________ Spouse/Partner/Guest _________________ 
First State Convention: Yes No (circle)   Years as a Lion/Leo __________ 
Special considerations: Dietary    Hearing    Vision    Physical Challenges (circle) 
Notations: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Convention Registration Fee $15 per attendee (no fee for Leo but must register)  $__________ 
State Convention Pin  ______@ $5 per pin      $__________ 
 
Meal Reservations 
Friday Luncheon * $25 per person   Various sandwiches, side salads, chips, pickles,  $__________ 
 assorted cookies and beverages 
           
PA Counselors/District Governors Honor Banquet – Friday * $35 per person   $__________ 
Plated meals with garden salad, roasted fingerling potatoes and garden vegetable medley, 
Layered Mouse Martini dessert 
Entrée choice check one: ________ Asiago Crusted Chicken with Red Pepper Sauce 
    ________ Garlic & Herb Roasted Pork Loin 
    ________ Garlic Vegetable Lasagna Roll-up w/creamy garlic sauce 
 
Saturday Luncheon * $25 per person    Deli meats, side salads, bread/rolls, assorted cookies $__________ 
and beverages 
         
Saturday international Banquet *35 per person       $__________ 
Plated meals with garden salad, mashed potatoes and hand turned carrots, NY style cheesecake 
Entrée choice check one: ________ Roast Beef 
    ________ Slice Turkey 
    ________ Arancini -Italian Rice Ball w/ San Marzano tomato, parmesan & basil 
 
Melvin Jones Fellow / Key Member Breakfast Sunday * $20 per person   $__________ 
Breakfast buffet with pastries, potatoes, bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, coffee, tea, juices. 
 
EXTRA EVENTS 
Friday morning tour to the Jimmy Stewart Museum $10 per person   $__________ 
 
Saturday afternoon “Wine Tasting Event”  $25 per person   $__________ 
 
Total amount enclosed   (payable to: PA LIONS DISTRICT 14M STATE CONVENTION) $__________ 
 
Send to: Dan Swincinski, PA Lions Convention, 246 Rock Cut Road, Central City, Pa 15926 
814-244-9210 email: palionsconvention2026@gmail.com 
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Mount Joy Lions visited Vision Corps  
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At the New Holland Lions Club February meeting District Governor Steve, 
Lowe , IPDG Deb Keeports and other representatives of the district 
presented two outstanding members of the club with awards. 

Left:  Lion Dustin Spencer was presented with a PA Fellow Award for his 
leadership in heading the 100th anniversary events of the New Holland 
Lions Club and the Melvin Jones Fellowship Award for his leadership in 
many club activities, and as four separate terms as club president. 

Right:  Lion Bob Spotts was presented with the Past International President 
Joe Wroblewski Award for his 72 years of continuing service to the club. 

Everyone in the club thanks them both for their service with our club! 
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                     Christiana  Lions donated Christmas  trees to Jax’s Goat Farm 
Trees have been delivered and the goats were very glad for them. The are located in Parkesburg 
and do events for kids.  You can contact: Jacqui Maxwell 610-405-077  
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 President Jeff Rowe presented DG Steve Lowe with a check for the District from the Christiana Lions 


