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    District 14 D- Detail           May 2025 
       A Message from District Governor  Deb Keeports   

 Hello Lions and Leos! 

Don’t forget to report next year’s club officers into the 
Lion Portal? If you don’t enter your club officers before 
the new Lions year, your club officers will be locked out.  

In March, the Multiple District held its annual Regional 
Lions Leadership Institute (RLLI) in Harrisburg. Mem-
bers attending from our district included Mary Schreiber 
with the East Petersburg-Landisville Lions, Ellen Pruden 
with the West Earl Lions Club, and Eric Fleming with the 
newly chartered Warwick Area Lions Club. Thanks to 
each of you for stepping up to become a better leader for 
your club and our district. 

I want to thank the clubs that came out to celebrate their 
Club President at Presidents’ Honor Night at Yoder’s. I 
will say, I expected clubs to have made more noise that evening when the gifts were being 
presented to the Club Presidents. ÿ 

Also, thank you to those who attended the District Convention. You helped pack 250 Jared 
Boxes. Congratulations to FVDG/DGE Steve Lowe and SVDG/FVDE Craig Merkey! You 
are in good hands with these two leaders! Also at the convention, from our fundraiser, the 
District was able to ceremonially present a check for $6000.00 to Special Olympics of Penn-
sylvania, specifically for use in Lancaster County. I will be presenting the actual check to 
members of the Special Olympics Athlete Leadership team at a future date. Thank you to the 
clubs for supporting this fundraiser. 

Don’t forget, I will be going “Over the Edge” again this year for VisionCorps. As you know, 
my passion is Vision. Look for the flyer in the newsletter on how to support me with this 
great fundraiser. 

As always, THANK YOU to each and every Lion and Leo in District 14-D for your service! 
We couldn’t do it without you.  

Only one more report for me to write after this month. 

District Governor,  

Deb Keeports 
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Steve Lowe 

  Happy Spring, Lions! 

 I hope that everyone is getting the opportunity to get out in some great 
weather and spend time outside with family and friends. As you are receiv-
ing this message, I am probably in Scranton, PA for the State Convention. 
What an exciting time for the PA Lions. We get to meet and spend time with 
our International President, Fabricio Oliviera. We also will be making offi-
cial the MD-14 nomination of our very own Dick Sware as a candidate for 
International Director. As we start thinking about next Lionistic year, I 
wanted to take a minute to look back at the whirlwind that was THIS Lion-
istic year. DG Deb had some goals that her Global Action Team worked on 
in Orlando at the Mission 1.5 Summit this past summer. They were stretch 
goals from the ones that she had set in preparation of her District Governor 
year. The three of us who worked on them felt that they may truly be a 
“stretch”. Our district stretch goals were: 2 new clubs; 93 new members; and 
a net gain (loss) of (-18) members. Before we look at how our district did  - 
spoiler alert…….DG Deb is a rockstar……let’s look at the state of Pennsyl-
vania as a whole. 

 MD 14 (Pennsylvania – the whole state) had a goal of 19 new clubs for this Lionistic Year. To date, 
we have added 3. Last year, we added 2. So while we fell short of the goal, we still improved our number of 
new clubs by 100% from the previous year. Great job, PA! Our goal for number of new members is 1391. 
Currently, the state has 908 new members. Last year, we ended the year with 993 new members. We are on 
track to break 1000 new members if we continue to grow at our current rate. Again, great job, PA. The goal 
for net gain of members (# of new members – # of members lost) is a loss of 297 or (-297). Currently we are 
sitting at (-118), which is an improvement of 179 members, but we all know about the June 30th membership 
dump of dropped members. Last year the net gain was (-38), meaning that we had 38 members less than we 
did at the same time the year previously. I shared the state information to highlight how we, the Lions of 
Lancaster and Lebanon Counties (District 14-D), stack up against the rest of the state. 

 Let me introduce everyone to OUR numbers! We have a stretch goal of 2 new clubs for our district 
this year. To date, we have chartered 1 new Lions club and 2 new Leo clubs. Unfortunately, the Leo clubs do 
not count toward our official numbers. Our stretch goal for new members is 93. We honestly thought that 
was a pretty big stretch since we had hit 70 members last year. To date, we have 100 new members in our 
district, with two months left to go in the Lionistic year! Goal CRUSHED. Our goal for the net gain of mem-
bers for our district this year is (-18) – a loss of 18 members from the previous year. Last year, we ended up 
with a gain of 1 new member over the previous year. To date, we are sitting at +31 for the year. This means 
that as of RIGHT NOW, we are exceeding our goal by 49 members. Again, there is always a rush to drop 
members who have left on June 30th, but again – we have two months left in the year to bolster our new 
members which will affect our net increase as well. All in all – our district is sitting at the top of the MD-14 
hill in growth. More members = more service = more leaders developed. I couldn’t be more proud to say that 
I am a Lion of Lancaster and Lebanon County, PA! 

In Lionism, 

DGE Steve Lowe 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Craig Merkey  

I  Happy May! 
 
It was great to see everyone at Presidents’ Honor night coming 
out to support their Presidents.  If you haven’t thought about tak-
ing on this leadership role in your club, you should consider this 
as many clubs are always looking for a member to step up and 
get in line as a 3rd Vice President.  I am not sure why this is 
feared by many, we are in clubs that support each other in our 
projects, committees, and involvement in the community.  I am 
sure you would have everyone in your club encouraging you as 
you develop into the president position. Take that chance to 
learn something new!  You are never too old or too young!  As a 
Past President, the members of our club, were always there to 
help, guide and correct when I needed to learn Robert’s Rules!  
I learned quite a bit being President 3 times over the years, 
maybe it took me 3 times to get it right?  Who knows? 
 
Thank you to those that attended the District Convention and 
voted in support of me being your First Vice District Governor 
this next year.  As your First Vice District Governor Elect, thank 
you for the opportunity to serve you all in our great district of 14D. I understand that I have things 
to learn through the training Lions International provides to best serve our district and grow our 
Lions in Mission 1.5.  It will take all of us to reach out and ask people to join in our service for our 
communities. 
 
The Jared Box project was completed so quickly with everyone participating in filling the boxes. 
Thank you for coordinating this project!  The Necrology service was a nice celebration of life for 
all the Lions that passed during the previous year.  They have provided many hours of service 
throughout the district and will be missed by our Clubs and families. 
 
As I look forward to this next year, I would like to hear from you about what would help you as 
club members at the District Convention.  Would you like more educational/information sessions 
to learn more about Lions?  Learn more about the cabinet committees that work on many of the 
projects and events throughout the Lion year?  Learn more about the positions you can serve in 
at the Club level/District level?  What training is missing to help your club members be more suc-
cessful?  How to recruit Lions? (yes, I know we hear that all the time, but what is working for 
your clubs?)  Maybe more of a roundtable of sharing ideas?  We have had some great growth 
this year, how do we keep that going? 
 
Craig Merkey 
2nd Vice-District Governor 
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                                                                     Memoriam   

    Charles Anderson   Ephrata Lions 

   Thomas Harlan   Lebanon Lions 

   Laura Burridge   Palmyra Area Lions 

NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

  Jean Moyer    Baron Steigel Lions Club  Donald Moyer 

 Madelyn Marks    East Cocalico Lions Club  Tim Hegeman 

 Timna Fisher    Manheim Township Lions Club  James Fisher 

 Adrienne Armolds   Marietta Lions Club:   Vickie Huck 

 Woody Armolds   Marietta Lions Club   Vickie Huck 

 Steven Burke    Quarryville Lions Club    Gregory Minnich 

 Richard Hamilton   Quarryville Lions Club    Gregory Minnich 

 Shannon Arms    Warwick Area Lions Club  McFarland 

 Skye Heming    Warwick Area Lions Club  Steve Lowe 

 Silveira Tessen    Warwick Area Lions Club  Sean Tessen 

 Christina Tessen   Warwick Area Lions Club  Silveira Tessen 

 Ryan Dhimal    Willow Street Lions Club  Richard Sware 

 Arjun Gautam    Willow Street Lions Club  Richard Sware 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   
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COME OUT AND WATCH OUR  DG  DEBORAH 
KEEPORTS GO OVER  THE EDGE! !  
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DISTRICT 14-D CABINET MEETING 
 

Hosted by: Region V 
   Zone A Chair: John Pepkowski 
Zone B Chair: George Darling Jr. 

 
All Lions, Lioness, and Leos invited to attend! 

All voting Cabinet members to wear green shirts and white, everyone else to wear business casual, no jeans. 

 
      Date:     Saturday, June 7, 2025 
      Place:     St. Phillips Parish Activity Center 
         2111Millersville Pike 
         Lancaster, PA   17603 
  

Meeting Time 
1:15 pm - Voting Cabinet 

2:00 pm - Full Cabinet 
 

 
SO THAT WE CAN PLAN FOR SNACKS FOR THE AFTERNOON, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CABINET MEMBERS, CLUB PRESIDENTS, 
CLUB SECRETARIES AND ALL CLUB MEMBERS PLANNING TO  

ATTEND, NOTIFY THE CABINET SECRETARY OR ZONE CHAIRS 
   

A donation to help defray the cost for Region V would be appreciated.  
  
 

    Lion Joyce Sweger                                Lion John S. Pepkowski                   
JKL1953@comcast.net                                                 pepkowski@comcast.net 
       717-314-7455                    267-663-1957  
  

Lion George H. Darling Jr. 
george_darling@comcast.net 

717-869-2501 
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100% “500” Club Donations 

29 to go! 

 

Has YOUR club 
Sponsored? 

We want the clubs of our District 
to set the pace and have 100% 
donations to the Beacon lodge “500” 
Club. 

Each Lion in your club is asked to 
donate $5.00. 

Make your checks out to Beacon 
Lodge and send them to: 

PDG Bill Grager 
175 Old Post Lane 
Strasburg, PA 17579 
 

Get your $5.00 per member in as soon as possible. 

100% 

80% 

50% 

40% 
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0% 

70% 
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90% 

As of April 25 
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CHRISTIANA LIONS CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

FUND RAISER 

BY RANDY YODER 

WHEN: MAY 17TH    

  

FROM 9:30 to 12 or TILL GONE 

 

WHERE: LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY BUILDING 

325 N BRIDGE ST CHRISTIANA 

 
R  

COST: $9 FOR A 
THIGH AND LEG, 

CHIPS, DRINK AND  

A WHOOPIE PIE  

OR 

$7 WITHOUT THE  

 WHOOPIE PIE 
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On April 14th, members of the new Conestoga Valley Leo Club were inducted and club    
officers installed. Congratulations! 
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Photos from the District Convention. Attendees helped package 250 Jared Boxes for local children in the 
hospital and/or receiving outpatient treatment. A representative and Special Olympics athlete were presented 
with a check for $6000 from the district fundraiser and there was a display of the 8 global causes with the 
opportunity to share ideas for projects for each cause. 
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Lions Bruce Ratliff with the Millersville Lions Club, Kendra Rhinier with the Ephrata Lions 
Club and Ellen Pruden with the West Earl Lions Club were each presented with the Inter-
national President’s Certificate of Appreciation by International Director, Bert Nelson. Con-
gratulations! 
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 President Honor night  Club Presidents, including from Conestoga Valley Leo Club. 
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 William Chester Ruth. 

  Around 15 members attended 
along with members of the      
public.  It was held on April 22..  

Special thanks to Lion Bill Dodds 
and Honorary Lion Ann Dodds for 
arranging this program. 
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Celebrating the many Years of Lions service at Presidents Honor Night 

 

 

 

Above Lion H. Dennis Shoemaker celebrates 50 years of service with his wife 
Lion Lucy Shoemaker long time members of the Marietta Lion Club  

Below PDG Richard Rudy celebrates 75 years of service with his Elizabethtown 
Lions Club Richard is on the right with President Charles Brewer on the left 
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In December 2024 The New Holland Lions Club recoginzed Lohn John for his 38 years 
of service as a regular member and as past Club Treasurer.  Club President Dustin 
Spencer presented Lion John with his Melvin Jones Fellowship Award.  All the club 
members thank him for his service with our club! 

 

 
 

 


