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    District 14 D- Detail           April 2025 
       A Message from District Governor  Deb Keeports   
 

Hello Lions and Leos! 

Everyone keeps reminding me I’m on the downside of my year as 
District Governor. I keep reminding them that yes, that is true, BUT 
it’s also the busiest time of my year as District Governor. 

This month we have Presidents’ Honor Night and the District Con-
vention, which includes our great Basket Raffle. Due to a schedul-
ing conflict, we have a new International Director coming that 
weekend, I.D. Bert Nelson and his wife Pamela. They are from 
Minnesota. As a reminder, we are doing a Service Project at our 
District Convention this year. We are packing Jared Boxes to be 
given to children at our local hospitals.  

I want to thank all the Lions and Leos who came out to support our 
District Bowling Tournament on March 2nd! It was also great to 
have 3 teams of athletes from Special Olympics. Thank you, Lion 
Chester for chairing the District Bowling Tournament! 

Thank you to ALL the Lions who came out on March 15th for our 
annual Melvin Jones Breakfast. What a great turnout!  

On March 22nd, the Ephrata Lions Club celebrated their 100th Charter Anniversary. Congratulations Ephrata 
Lions! What a great evening and so many Lions from other clubs coming out to enjoy the celebration.  

The percentage of clubs now reporting service has jumped to 75%, so close to our district goal of 77% of 
clubs reporting service. Keep reporting! Remember, you are showing the VALUE of your service when you 
report your club service activities.  

Just another reminder, effective July 1, 2025, International Dues will increase to $50.00 per year per member. 
In addition, LCI will no longer mail out paper invoices to clubs. Club Treasurers will need to access their 
club’s invoices in the Lions Portal.  

Don’t forget, I will be going “Over the Edge” again this year for VisionCorps. As you know, my passion is 
Vision. Look for the flyer in the newsletter on how to support me with this great fundraiser. 

As always, THANK YOU to each and every Lion and Leo in District 14-D for your service! We couldn’t do 
it without you.  

District Governor, Deb Keeports 
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Steve Lowe 

 

Hello Lions!  

As we move into the Spring season, we can all look forward to warmer weath-
er, increased yardwork, sunburns, and the beginning of the golf tournament sea-
son! As Lions, this is the season that we start to prepare for our next Lionistic 
year. We have our President’s Honors Night, the District Convention, and the 
State Convention coming up within the next couple of months. I hope to see as 
many of you as possible at all three of these amazing events.  

I wrote last month about looking at our goals from this year and making that 
stretch to reach or exceed them. Some tools were also mentioned to help all of 
our clubs achieve those goals. This month, I would like to reinforce how we can 
continue our amazing trend of having clubs celebrate their 100th Anniversary. 
Congratulations to the Ephrata Lions Club who just recently held their 100th 
Anniversary Celebration!! In the next Lionistic Year, we will have another club 
hit the century milestone.  

I have heard our International leadership use this phrase to describe the options to us as Lions. When we 
walk into our own personal memory library of Lionism to look back on our clubs, do we want to go to the 
Current Events section of that library or do we want to go to the History section? When clubs don’t grow, 
they start to die off. Planning for our club’s future starts the day that the club charters and should be an 
ongoing venture for the club. By increasing our club membership, what we are doing is to increase the 
number of service hours that we can give to our communities. We are also increasing the potential ideas 
for new and novel fundraising tools as well as service projects. As we bring in younger Lions, we are se-
curing the futures of our clubs. For many years, our clubs have been “aging” in that the average age of our 
members have been steadily increasing. By bringing in our younger generations, we are able to utilize 
their fresh perspectives on service to go along with the many number of years that they have ahead of 
them. A healthy mix in ages, cultures, beliefs, and backgrounds are what make our organization the leader 
in service that we are. 1st International Vice President A.P. Singh, while speaking in Chicago at my First 
Vice District Governor Seminar, said that we Serve to Lead and we Lead to Serve and we accomplish this 
through Membership. That sentence resonated with me because it ties all three of our main focuses for our 
clubs and ties them together synergistically. Each one drives the other.  

Keep raising the bar for yourselves and your clubs. I look forward to seeing each of you during visits and 
at our events. 

First Vice District Governor Steve Lowe 
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Message from the 2nd Vice District Governor Craig Merkey  

I can’t believe it is April already! 

It was great to see a nice group of bowlers at the District 
Bowling Tournament a month ago.  Thank you to all that 
came out and participated! 

The 100th Anniversary Dinner for the Ephrata Lions Club 
was a great celebration for the last 100 years.  As they look 
forward it was great to hear they have also gained 15 new 
members this year.  Since we are looking to have 1.5 million 
members in Lions by 2027, I was thinking that getting the 
community involved in the celebration could be a great way 
to re-energize our clubs that are hitting this milestone!  
Clubs that are getting close to their next big anniversary may 
want to promote their club’s anniversary in the local papers 
and share the service they have provided for the last 70, 80, 
90 100 years!!  What would your communities be without 
your club all these years?  Inviting new members to bring 
their new ideas on how our clubs can impact the community 
now and moving into the future.  The time is now! 

There is still time to meet one of DG Deb’s goals this year.  She would like to have each 
club have at least one (1) club member attend a District function that they have never at-
tended. There are just a more events coming this year, you still could attend a: 

Zone Meeting 

Presidents’ Honor Night – April 11, I hope to see you all there!  

District Convention – Millersville VFW, April 12, 10:30am-3:30pm. We will have Inter-
national Director Maria Cunning joining us, we will be presenting the proceeds from 
our fundraiser to Special Olympics, and we will be working on a service project to 
make and create Jared Boxes.  Everyone’s favorite, the Basket raffles which are also 
at President’s Honor Night.  The District Convention includes the Necrology service 
for our Lions that passed the previous year.  This is your chance to elect the leader-
ship of the District and show your support by voting. 

Craig Merkey 

2nd Vice-District Governor 
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                                                                     Memoriam   

    Johnathan King – Paradise Township Lions Club 

   Samuel Groff – Wakefield Lions Club 

NEW MEMBERS 

           New Member                 Club        Sponsor    

           Aaron Nolt                                                     Akron Lions Club                                     Dennis Stauffer 

               Jeulina Nolt                                                   Akron Lions Club                                     Dennis Stauffer 

               Dave Crinnon                                               Columbia Lions  Club                               Jeffrey Groff 

               Larry Enochs                                                Columbia Lions Club            Jack Gamby 

               Thomas Shirk                                               Columbia Lions  Club                              Josh Birk 

               Johnathan Loomis                                        Elizabethtown Lions Club                       Gregory Hitz 

               Pamela Ruoff                                                Ephrata Lions Club                                Brad Lauderman  

              Brad Hatfield                                                  Lancaster Lions Club                             Erle Smith 

              Justin Gambone                                             Millersville Lions Club:                          Bruce Ratliff 

              Sally Herr                                                        Millersville Lions Club:                         Debra Bagnoli 

              Karl Dominique                                              Palmyra Area Lions Club                      Franklin Pulli 

               Phil Groff                                                       Palmyra Area Lions Club                      Franklin Pulli 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY   THE 25TH OF EACH 
MONTH. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO 
ME AT : anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer   
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COME OUT AND WATCH OUR  DG  DEBORAH 
KEEPORTS GO OVER  THE EDGE! !  
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100% “500” Club Donations 

33 to go! 

 

Has YOUR club 
Sponsored? 

We want the clubs of our District 
to set the pace and have 100% 
donations to the Beacon lodge “500” 
Club. 

Each Lion in your club is asked to 
donate $5.00. 

Make your checks out to Beacon 
Lodge and send them to: 

PDG Bill Grager 
175 Old Post Lane 
Strasburg, PA 17579 
 

Get your $5.00 per member in as soon as possible. 

100% 

80% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

70% 
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As of Mar 25 
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Lions International Trading Pin Club annually gives out at least three $2,500 scholarships to Leos and kids or grandkids 
of Lions.  In the 2024 year the LITPC raised enough money to hand out four scholarships including one to a deserving 
student from Biglersville, PA. 

Entries are to be mailed to: 

PDG Jason Radmann, 619 W 1st Street, Williamsburg, PA 16693 OR Email to lionjasonradmann@gmail.com. 

Submission date is March 30,  2025. 
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DISTRICT 14-D CONVENTION 
April 12, 2025 

 
Fellow Lions and Leo’s 
 
The District 14-D Convention will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2025, at the 
Millersville VFW Post 7294, 219 Walnut Hill Rd, Millersville PA 17551 .   
 
We are extending this invitation to Lion and Leo members and their families to 
join us at the 2025 convention.  District Governor Deb Keeports has planned an 
informative, impactful day alongside our regular convention duties and voting.  
We will hear from Internation Director Marie Cunning, Special Olympics will be 
presented the check from the District Calendar Fundraiser, we will pack Jared 
Boxes for local hospitals plus have an interaction area focusing on LCI’s 8 global 
causes plus another chance to purchase raffle tickets! 
 
Registration forms are due March 28, 2025, but if you find out at the last minute 
you can attend the convention, please call or text me so we can create a 
convention packet for you before your arrival.  Lori’s Cell: 717-350-5536. 
 
We look forward to seeing you.  Let’s make this a banner attendance year! 
 
District Convention Committee Co-Chairpersons 
 
Lion Lori Eshleman & Lion Pat Benson 
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DISTRICT CONVENTION NEWS 
 

SUBJECT:  District 14-D Convention – April 12, 2025 
 

Your District Convention committee and District Governor are requesting each 
Club to PROMOTE the District Convention and ask your Lions to participate and 
attend the convention.  We are looking forward to a fun, informative 
convention.   
 
EACH CLUB can participate and accomplish this by: 

1. Donating a Theme Basket 
2. Donating $30.00 to assist us with costs 

 
PARTICIPANTS attending the District Convention have a Pre-Registration cost of 
$10 which assists in the cost of the convention and their lunch. 
 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR COMMITMENT WITH A FINANCIAL DONATION, 
THEME BASKET, AND A HUGE TURNOUT OF YOUR DELEGATES! 
 
Yours in Lionism 
Lion Lori Eshleman and Lion Pat Benson 
District Convention Co-Chairs 
 
 

FINANCIAL DONATION 
 

Club Name_________________________________________________________ 
 
Club President or Secretary Name_______________________________________ 
 
Requested Donation $30.00    
 
Make check payable to: DISTRICT 14-D 
 
Mail check to: PDG Lion Deb Burkholder 
   25 James Drive,  Denver, PA  17517 
   H: 717-484-4892  or C: 717-816-4999 

 
THANK YOU- Donation appreciated by 4/11/2025 or sooner 
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DISTRICT 14-D CONVENTION 
Millersville VFW Post 7294 

219 Walnut Hill Rd, Millersville PA 17551 
April 12, 2025 

REGISTRATION FORM (Each Lion, Leo, or Guest must have a separate registration form) 
 
__________________________________________Check One______Lion__________Leo______ Guest 
      Club Name 
 
      Last Name      First Name     Telephone # 
 
 
      Street Address       City   State           Zip 
 

ACTIVITY         TIME  COST  
 
Pre-Registration- Adults          $10.00 
Pre-Registration- Children under 12         $  5.00 
 
Registration Day of Event       10:30-12:00  $15.00 
Certification         10:30- 12:00 
 
Basket Raffle Ticket Sales       10:30-2:30 
 
Opening Ceremony: District Governor Report    11:00-12:00 
Nominating Chair: Speech Rules, Candidate Presentations  
Internation Director   
  
Lunch          12:00-1:00 
 
Voting          12:00-1:00 
 
Jared Box Assembly        1:30-2:30 
  
Necrology Service        2:30-3:00 
 
Reports: Certification, Registration and Voting    3:00-3:30 
Comments from 1st Vice DGE, 2nd Vice DGE and DGE    
Theme Basket winners      
Final comments from District Governor Deb Keeports    
 
Close of Convention        3:30 
 

Make Check Payable to District 14-D and Send with Registration Form to: 
Lion Lori Eshleman, 120 Steinman Farm Rd, Pequea, PA 17565.  717-350-5536 

Registration forms and checks must be received by 4/7/25   
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Theme Basket Donation for President’s Honor Night- April 11, 2025 
Winners drawn at District Convention April 12, 2025 

 
Lions and Leos 

 
The 2025 President’s Honor Night & District 14-D Convention are rapidly approaching.   
 
As always, there is a cost to the district to sponsor an event such as this.  To help offset this cost, we again are 
asking all the clubs in District 14-D to put together a “Theme” basket and bring it to President’s Honor Night. 
 
We encourage all clubs in the district to donate a “Theme” basket” for this event.  Please complete the form 
below and mail it or email it to confirm your basket donation.  If you have any questions, please contact Lion 
Pat Benson at 717-808-0970 or pattycake119@comcast.net. 
 
Some common “Themes” of previous baskets were Lottery Tickets, Food, Golf, Money, and even a Chocolate 
or Bologna theme.  You can even put a $50 bill in a frame as an item for the fundraiser.  Baskets that are filled 
with items that are produced locally are always a big hit.  Each basket should be worth around $50.00.  
ALCOHOL IN BASKETS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED but you can put in a gift card for alcohol. 
 
 
We ask all clubs to bring their “Theme” basket to President’s Honor Night, which will be held on April 11, 
2025, at Yoder’s Banquet Hall in New Holland.  This way we can raise more money for the convention by 
allowing everyone who attends President’s Honor Night a chance to purchase tickets to win a basket.  If you 
cannot bring the basket to President’s Honor Night, please make arrangements for someone to bring it for 
your club to the dinner. 
 
Thank you in advance for donating a “Theme Basket” for the Convention.  We look forward to seeing you 
and members of your Club at President’s Honor Night and the District Convention. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Theme Basket Donation 
 

Club Name:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Club President or Secretary Name:_________________________________________ 
 
Email:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:________________________________________________________ 
 

Our club will support the District Convention by donating a “Theme Basket” 
 

Please email this form by April 1, 2025 to:  pattycake119@comcast.net  
 

Or Mail to: Lion Pat Benson 
119 Waypoint, Lancaster PA 1760e 
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Lion Chester is looking 4 unwanted Lions pins 

to add to my collection  Thanks 

text 717 278 7372 or email lionchetstoltzfoos@aol.com 
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102nd ANNUAL PENNSYLVANIA LIONS CLUBS STATE CONVENTION 

Thursday, May 1 through Sunday, May 4, 2025       
 

Hilton Scranton 

100 Adams Avenue, Scranton PA 18503 

 

HOTEL INFORMATION 
 
The hotel has a block of rooms for the PA Lions 102nd Convention. Contact the 
hotel to make a reservation.  The discounted rate of $149.00/night is in effect 
until April 9, 2025. 
 
To make a room reservation call 570-343-3000 and dial “0” for the front desk. 
 
If you would like to make a reservation online the booking code is  
 
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/lionsclub2025convention/ 
 
 and the link is available on the State website. 
 

Online Convention Registration is Now Available! 
 
To register for the Convention and all meals online go to the State website – 
palions.org and fill out the electronic form with your selections.  Pay with a debit 
or credit card. 
 

Calling All Leos to Attend the 102nd State Convention! 
 

Leos and Leo Advisors, please plan on attending the 102nd State 
Convention. 

  

Convention registration is FREE for all Leos! 
 

We hope to see you there! 
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The Lions Club of Mount Joy 
 

PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 

All you can eat Pancakes! 
 Sausage, Coffee, Tea and Juice 

 
 

Saturday, April 5, 2025 
7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
47 West Main Street, Mount Joy 

 

Adults - $10.00 
Children (ages 4 through 10) - $8.00 (3 and under free) 

 
All Profits Support Community Projects 

Donations of Non-Perishable Food for the  
Mount Joy Food Bank will be gratefully accepted 
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CHRISTIANA LIONS CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

FUND RAISER 

BY RANDY YODER 

WHEN: APRIL 19TH    

  

FROM 9:30 to 12 or TILL GONE 

 

WHERE: LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY BUILDING 

325 N BRIDGE ST CHRISTIANA 

 
R  

COST: $9 FOR A 
THIGH AND LEG, 

CHIPS, DRINK AND  

A WHOOPIE PIE  

OR 

$7 WITHOUT THE  

THE WHOOPIE PIE 
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Members of the Lancaster-Lebanon Disaster Relief Club Branch participated in a training exercise at the Lan-
caster County Public Safety Center.  Our club has partnered with Lancaster Co. Emergency Management to 
provide logistical and deployment support for their emergency shelters.  The two shelters are 24’x21’ each 
and are equipped with sleeping cots, lighting,  generator and HVAC system to provide a multitude of uses.  
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On March 15th, the District held our annual Melvin Jones Breakfast at Yoder’s.  
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On March 2nd the District held our annual District Bowling Tournament. Thanks to all who came out. We also 
had three teams of Special Olympics athletes join us this year. Thanks to Lion Chester for chairing the    
tournament. 
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On March 22nd, members of the Strasburg Lions Club held a Pit Beef Sandwich fundraiser.  
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On March 22nd, the Millersville Lioness Lions club held Cinderella’s Dream. Girls from Penn Manor and Lam-
peter-Strasburg school districts have the opportunity to select a prom dress, free of charge. Shoes and jewel-
ry were also available for the girls.  
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34 Pounds Pull Tabs! 

 

Lion Rebecca Williams of the Lan-
caster Lions Club dropped off 34 
pounds of drink can pull tabs at the 
Ronald McDonald House in Hershey 
(across from Hershey Medical Cen-
ter) in November 2024. This is a no 
cost fundraiser for a wonderful 
cause. Well, no additional cost if 
you purchase beverages with pull 
tabs,  

 

Information on Ronald McDonald 
House/Charity 

rmhc-centralpa.org 

 

The first Ronald McDonald House® 
opened on October 15, 1974 in Phil-
adelphia thanks to the vision and 
partnership of Dr. Audrey Evans of 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia Eagles' player Fred 
Hill, whose daughter had leukemia, Philadelphia Eagles owner Leonard Tose and 
McDonald's. 

The Ronald McDonald House® in Hershey keeps families together by providing tempo-
rary housing to out-of-town families of seriously ill children who are being treated at 
Penn State Children’s Hospital. 

Many families travel quite a distance to seek treatment for their seriously ill or injured 
child at Penn State Children’s Hospital. And, for children facing a serious medical crisis, 
nothing seems scarier than not having your family close by for love and support. 

The Ronald McDonald House is a safe and supportive place for families to stay nearby 
their children. The generosity of volunteers and donors make our House possible. It’s 
their kindness that allows our families to stay, free of charge. 
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EPHRATA LIONS 100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION MARCH 22nd, 2025 

 

Thank you All for attending our celebration! It was an amazing night from start 
to finish. Many members of the Lions recognized, members of the community 
joining in the celebration, Donations made to the community with grants from 
Northeast PA Lions Service Foundation support, and an Inspiring presentation 

from Past International Director Jay Moughan  

and Casey Allyn from WIOV as MC! 
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