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Greeting Lions and Leos, 
 It is with mixed emotions that I write this final message.  It has been one of the greatest 
experiences in my life and I am grateful for the opportunity to serve you as District Governor.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed visiting all the clubs and making new connections.  I hope that I’ve inspired 
some to pursue their passions and continue to embrace change as we find new ways to serve 
our communities. 
 Thank you to all the clubs who provided baskets for the district convention and came out 
to show your support.  It was a day filled with food, fun, and fellowship as well as a tribute to our 
deceased members from the previous year.  The event culminated with the District Governor 
“pie in the face” fundraiser for LCIF.  14 members graciously donated to our foundation for the 
opportunity to put a cool whip pie on my face.  Some were more eager than others!  We raised 
over $1200!! 
 Congratulations to District Governor Elect, Deb Keeports, for being elected your 2024-
2025 District Governor.  DG-elect Deb, First VDG-elect Steve Lowe, and Second VDG-elect 
Craig Merkey are exceptional leaders.  District 14-D is fortunate to have them and I wish DGE 
Deb the best of luck in having a very successful year.   
 And finally, I want to recognize two more exceptional leaders in our district.  Millersville 
Lions Club President/Region 1-Zone A chairperson, Pat Benson and Columbia LC Immediate 
Past President, Jack Gamby both received the International President’s Leadership award at 
the state convention.  International President, Dr. Patti Hill presented their medals.  
Congratulations and thank you for your outstanding leadership and service to your community.   
 
Yours in service,  
DG Mike 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

Natalie Schaeffer
@batman@ptd.net Please view this document. You can also add comments.
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Message from the 1st Vice District Governor Deb Keeports 

       Hello Lions and Leos! 

What a nice turnout for the State Convention 
this year, practically in our backyard. It was a 
great venue allowing for numerous opportuni-
ties to meet our International President, Patti 
Hill. Only the second female to hold the highest 
position in Lions International since 1917.  

As we come to the end of another Lions year, 
it’s time to reflect on the work our clubs have 
done. How many have been served by your 
club’s work AND did your club report that ser-
vice on the new Lions Portal. 

I look forward to serving as your District Gov-
ernor beginning July 1st. My passion is service. 
You will see that during my year as District 
Governor. The incoming International President, 
Fabricio Oliveira is asking all incoming District 
Governors to focus on two global challenges during our year. I will be focusing on vi-
sion and hunger.  

I want to take the time to say thank you to all those who were with me and mentored me 
as I began my journey as a charter member of the Wilshire Hills Lions Club. That list in-
cludes PCC Steve Benedict and his Partner in Service Lion Sue, PDGs Larry Miller and 
Leonard Smith who served as Guiding Lions for the Wilshire Hills Lions Club, and PDG 
Deb Burkholder who knocked on my front door during the canvassing for a new club 
and also attended all of the early Wilshire Hills Lions Club meetings. Without a great 
foundation in Lionism, I wouldn’t have progressed on this journey to become a District 
Governor.  

As always, THANK YOU to each and every Lion and Leo in District 14-D for your ser-
vice! We couldn’t do it without you. Yes, I close every report this way, but it is truly 
heartfelt.  

 

District Governor Elect, Deb Keeports 
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Hello District 14 D Lions! 

I hope that this message finds you well. This will 
be my final message as the 2nd Vice District Governor, 
as we will be celebrating a new Lionistic year beginning 
July 1st, 2024. I hope that everyone had a chance to 
come to Harrisburg for the State Convention. It was 
several days of fun, fellowship, learning, and connecting 
with other Lions from across the state. I had a chance to 
renew friendships with my fellow 1VDGE class and 
strengthen the bonds that we share. I was also able to 
develop new friendships with other leaders from across 
the districts who are closing out their year as District 
Governor. We were honored to host International 
President Patty Hill, and I must admit that the easy 
access to our International President for 3 solid days was 
quite a treat. For those who have not attended a State or 
even District Convention, this year should be the time 
that you break that streak. I was very happy to see one 
of my own Lititz Lions in attendance and I hope that we build on that number for next 
year. Last year, we had one from my club attend. This year, we doubled that to two. 
Next year, I am hoping for four. The more people that we have attend conventions, the 
more we can take back to our own clubs to strengthen and grow them, the better off we 
all are as We Serve our communities.   

I am looking forward to starting my 1st VDG year and increasing the frequency of 
my visits to clubs across the district in preparation for my own DG year. I plan to mix 
things up a little and not only visit for club meetings, but also pop up at fundraisers, 
service projects, or other less formal gatherings. The more fun we can all have together, 
the better our district becomes. I am sure that DGE Deb Keeports’ year as the District 
Governor will be an amazing year, as she is an amazing leader. I look forward to 
learning from her leadership style and  integrating those lessons into my own practice, 
just as I have with those leaders who have come before us. It is never too early for us to 
start identifying those potential leaders who will lead our district after we have spent our 
time as District Governors. Don’t be surprised if you are encouraged to attend a 
Regional Lions Leadership Institute (the best Lions course that I have ever attended, by 
the way). Our MD 14 leadership is second to none, and Kerry McKnight does an 
excellent job in putting this course together every year.   

I look forward to an exciting 2024-2025 Lionistic Year! 
In Lionism,  
Steve Lowe, 1VDGE  
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NEW MEMBERS 

 New Member  Club  Sponsor 

 Bridgette Collier        East Petersburg-Landisville Lions Club 
 Elizabeth DiBenedetto  East Petersburg-Landisville Lions Club  
 John DiBenedetto, Jr      East Petersburg-Landisville Lions Club  
 Nick Katherina       East Petersburg-Landisville Lions Club  
 Anna Rando       East Petersburg-Landisville Lions Club 
 Bobbie Frick       Millersville Lions Club:      

David Husser  
David Husser         
David Husser   
Erik Montalvo  
David Husser  
Debra Bagnoli 

 Austin Amold       Mt Joy Lions Club        Derek McCarty 
 Jenny Fready        Mt Joy Lions Club       Timothy Markovits 
 Denise Wolff        New Holland Lions Club   James Bronson 
 Richard Wolff       New Holland Lions Club   Dustin Spencer. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ARTICLES BY 
JUNE 25 FOR JULY NEWSLETTER. LET OTHER CLUBS KNOW WHAT YOUR 
CLUB IS UP TOO!  SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!  E-MAIL TO ME AT :  

anitagordonpalmer@gmail.com   Thank you! Lion Anita Gordon-Palmer 

 Memoriam 

  Rodney Frazer,  Fredericksburg Lions Club 

 Elesta Walborn  Fredericksburg Lions Club 

 Walter Funk        South Lebanon Lions Club 

 Tom Ridder        West Earl Lions Club 

 Disclaimer: Because of the recent launch of the new Lions Portal, there may be names that are missing at this time. 
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Come Join the Millersville and Willow Street Lions Clubs for 

PASSING OF THE BANNER 

 
DATE: JULY 27, 2024 

TIME: 6:00 p.m. Social - 6:30 p.m. Dinner 

WHERE: THE GATHERING PLACE  

6 PINE STREET, MOUNT JOY 

Cost is $35.00 per person. 

Buffet Menu to include Roast Turkey, Beef Pot Roast, Green Beans, Au Gratin 
Potatoes, Glazed Baby Carrots, Fruit Cup, and Ice Cream Sundae Buffet 

NO GREEN JACKETS. COME WEARING YOUR FAVORITE 
CHRISTMAS ATTIRE 

Name/Club:             _________________________________  

Number Attending: _________________________________ 

Cost:            _____ X $35.00 = _______________ 23100(Make checks payable to 
Willow Street Lions Club) 

Mail reservation and payment to Lion Jeanie Sware, 4 Kimberly Court, Lancaster, PA 
17603 

RESERVATIONS DUE NO LATER THAN JULY 12th 
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100% “500” Club Donations 

20 to go! 

 

Has YOUR club 
Sponsored? 

We want the clubs of our 
District to set the pace and have 
100% donations to the Beacon lodge 
“500” Club. 

Each Lion in your club is asked 
to donate $5.00. 

Make your checks out to Beacon 
Lodge 500 Club and send them to: 

PDG Bill Grager 
175 Old Post Lane 
Strasburg, PA 17579 

Submit your $5.00 per member as soon as possible. 

100% 

80% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

70% 

60% 

90% 

 

As of May 28  
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We’re on our way to Beacon Lodge.  Join us! 
 

The Lancaster Lions Club is sponsoring a bus to Beacon Lodge.   
Sunday, July 21, 2024 

 

NEW* PICK UP/DROP OFF LOCATIONS 
 

06:30 am  Depart*    Elite Coach 1685 W Main Street Ephrata, PA  
07:00 am  Depart      Lancaster Shopping Ctr 1515 Lititz Pike (AC Moore) Lancaster  
07:30 am  Depart      Lancaster County Public Safety 101 Champ Blvd, Manheim  
09:30 am  Dropoff     Beacon Lodge 114 SR103 South Mount Union  
03:00 pm  Depart      Beacon Lodge 114 SR103 South Mount Union  
 

ONLY $35** for Round-Trip on Air-Conditioned Motor Coach 
(**$3.00 suggested tip for driver not included} 

 

Send Individual or Club checks payable to LANCASTER LIONS CLUB 
 

Mail to: 
 

Lion Dan Snyder 
1025 Skyline Drive 

Lancaster, PA  17601 
 

Deadline is July 1, 2024. 
 

If you have never been to Beacon Lodge, you owe it to yourself to see what you and 
the Pennsylvania Lions have created.  You’ll come away a Proud Lion!! 

 

Don’t forget to send a Reservation to Beacon Lodge. 
 

SPECIAL DEAL: 
ANY Club that signs up 8 or more members will receive $5 CASH per member to 

be spent at Beacon Lodge for lunch or raffles or souvenirs. 
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CHRISTIANA LIONS CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

BY RANDY YODER 

WHEN:  June 16TH 

FROM 10 TILL GONE 

WHERE: LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY BUILDING 

325 N BRIDGE ST CHRISTIANA 

COST: $6 FOR A 
THIGH AND LEG, 

CHIPS AND DRINK 
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Community Blood Drive 
Sponsored by the 

Conoy Lions Club
Friday, August 2 &  

Friday, December 13 
11:30 am – 4:00 pm 

Bainbridge Fire Company 
Social Hall 

34 S. Second Street 
Bainbridge, PA 17502 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter Conoy to schedule an appointment. 

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by 
visiting RedCrossBood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation 
reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment. 
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 District Convention on May 5th. 
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The State Convention was held May 16-19 at the Red Lion Hotel in Harrisburg. 

DG Mike’s pin won second place from the Pin Traders DGE Deb Keeports with PDG Rodney Sweger 

DGE Deb being pinned by DG Mike 

Jared Box project at the State Convention. 

Lions Michelle and Adrienne Musumeci at the 
Jared Box Project. 
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The DG team with International President Patti Hill 

International President Patti Hill 

International President Patti Hill presenting PDG Deb 
with a gift  
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Lion Jim Groff at the State Convention  Breakfast 
Lion Chester Stoltzfoos at the Pin Traders table 

Columbia Lions, Jack Gamby, Paul Resch, their 
spouses and DG Mike 

Lion Pat Benson receiving the Presidential Leader-
ship award from IP Patti Hill 

Lion Jack Gamby receiving the Presidential Leader-
ship award from IP Patti Hill 

Lions Vernon, Darren and Sharon from Baron Siegel Lions club 
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Lion Jim Groff at the Lions State Convention with the disasters booth 

Lions at the State Convention in 
Harrisburg, welcoming International 
President Patti Hill.  



PAGE 26
 

 DISTRICT 14 -  DETAILS JUNE 2024 

We had a successful day for White Cane Day. We made 950.00 dollars all in 3 hours! I think it pays to 
have the children helping us and holding the can of money with a big smile and saying thank you for 
giving. Last year we made 850.00




